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ONE MORE POINT TO PROVE 


Australia all but booked its place in 

the 2010 FIFA World Cup with a 2-0 
victory over a gallant Uzbekistan at a 
rain-soaked ANZ Stadium on Wednesday 
evening. The Socceroos only need a 
draw in any one of their three remain- 
ing qualifying matches to ensure direct 
qualification to South Africa. 

After some early physical exchanges, Aus- 
tralia created the first chance of the match in 
the 4th minute, with some fine interplay on the 
left wing between Scott Chipperfield and Harry 
Kewell finding an unmarked Richard Garcia. 
His neat lay-off for Mark Bresciano allowed the 
midfielder enough space to find Scott McDonald, 
who couldn’t get enough power on his strike to 
challenge Ignatiy Nesterov in the Uzbek goal. 

Uzbekistan responded well, and in the 8th 
minute Timur Kapadze pounced upon a loose 
pass from Michael Beauchamp, and released 
Aziz Ibragimoy, his cross finding Farhod Tadji- 
yev in the box. The hat-trick hero against Qatar 
failed to make an impact with his scuffed shot, 
but in the very next minute, the visitors should 
have had the lead. Captain and playmaker Server 
Djeparov cut a hole in the Australian defence 
with a delightful thru-ball to Tadjiyev, who hit 
his shot low and hard around Mark Schwarzer, 
only to see the ball slide past the far post. 

Uzbekistan were brimming with confidence, 
but almost undone their positive start when 
confusion between Anzur Ismailov and Sakhob 
Jurayev allowed McDonald to steal possession 
and place a delightful ball through for Bresciano. 
A certain goal beckoned but the Melbourne-born 
midfielder rifled his strike directly into the hands 
of a resolute Nesterov. 

Australia controlled the remainder of the first 
half without ever really troubling their oppo- 
nent’s goal, Jason Culina coming as close as 
anyone with a long range shot in the 35th minute 
that barely threatened a comfortable Nesterov. 

Scoreless at the break, Pim Verbeek ap- 
peared noticeably upset with his team’s first-half 
performance, and the Socceroos returned after 
the break with a more positive attitude, Garcia 
and Kewell immediately looking to get forward 
on both wings. The two combined in the 53rd 
minute when McDonald released Garcia on the 


No Sweat! Victoria’s Josh Kennedy once again proved he’s more than capable of making an im- 
pact at the highest level with a well taken goal that broke the deadlock and the Uzbeki hearts. 


right wing, his looping cross finding Kewell 
who volleyed at close range, only to have his 
shot blocked Anvar Gafurov, who was wearing 
the Turkish based midfielder like a glove all 
evening. 

Almost immediately, Uzbekistan sent a warn- 
ing to the Australian defence, when Tadjiyev 
pounced on a wonderful lay-off from Kapadze, 
his shot from just outside the box precariously 
close to the left post. 

Five minutes later, another brilliant first touch 
from Bresciano and penetrating movement from 
an aggressive Carl Valeri, resulted in a fantastic 
long-range drive from Culina which was tre- 
mendously saved by Nesterov. Verbeek, sensing 
the momentum had swung towards his charges, 
substituted McDonald for Josh Kennedy, and the 
move reaped immediate dividends. 

In the 66th minute, some fine defensive work 


from the Socceroos resulted in a string of passes 
which allowed Luke Wilkshire to find Bresciano, 
who turned Jurayev with a brilliant first touch. 
Bresciano continued with his run and delivered 
an early cross to Kennedy, who deployed a fine 
downward header passed a hapless Nesterov. 

Australia’s best period of play was illustrated 
by a growing confidence, and when Garcia was 
fouled in the box in the 71st minute from yet an- 
other move created by Bresciano, the Socceroos 
were a penalty kick away from sealing victory. 
Despite what seemed an eternal wait, Kewell 
calmly scored from the spot, evoking memories 
of a night some four years earlier. 

Despite obvious fatigue, Uzbekistan refused 
to bow out meekly, and thought they had a con- 
solation goal when substitute Anvarjon Soliev 
beat Schwarzer in the 93rd minute. However, the 
striker clearly strayed offside and the goal was 


11/02/09 Japan 0:0 Australia 
19/11/08 Bahrain 0:1 Australia 
15/10/08 Australia 4:0 Qatar 
10/09/08 Uzbekistan 0:1 Australia 
01/04/09 Australia 2 -O Uzbekistan 


PWDLFAPTS 
Australia 5410 8013 
Japan 5320 8 311 
Bahrain 621356 7 
Uzbekistan 611458 4 
Qatar 6114413 4 


06/06/09 Qatar - Australia 
10/06/09 Australia - Bahrain 
17/06/09 Australia - Japan 


ruled out by the assistant referee. 

Verbeek was delighted with the result, “I think 
we played very well in the second half. I think 
we made it very difficult for Uzbekistan. I think 
the boys deserve all the respect for a result like 
this.”” However, he stopped short of celebrating 
just yet, “I will be very satisfied with myself 
when we are qualified. We can still play better. “ 
Australia returns to unfinished business in June, 
with three games in a fortnight, the first against 
Qatar in Doha on June 7, followed by a return to 
Sydney against Bahrain in June 10. Victorians 
will have a chance to see their heroes in action 
a week later on June 17, as the Australia host 
fierce rivals Japan at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground. 


By Tony Persoglia 
Photos by Geoff Jones 


WHAT A DIFFERENCE FOUR YEARS MAKES 


Australia’s football fans are a weird mob. 
Four years ago we were the last team 

to qualify for the World Cup and that 

by a penalty shoot out, settled by John 
Aloisi’s goal which sent the nation into 
raptures. 

It started a party that went on till we actually 
arrived in Germany in June 2006 and lasted even 
beyond the eventual loss, also by a penalty kick, 
to Italy the tournament winner. The game was 
hardly out of the media for all that time and the 
feel good factor was in overdrive. 

Now in 2009 Australia might just be the first 
team to qualify for the World Cup in South Af- 
rica, apart that is from the host country. A two- 
nil win over Uzbekistan on Wednesday night at 
Stadium Australia put Australia in the box-seat, 
but Bahrain’s one-nil win against Qatar ensured 
that one point was still necessary to ensure at 
least second in the Socceroos’ Asian qualify- 
ing group and hence an automatic place in the 
finals. Yet the nation and Sydney in particular 
seemed much less absorbed in the game. It had 
been pouring in Sydney but that alone will not 
explain why the game drew 57,292 rather than 
the 80,000 sell-out last time around. 

The fact that the outcome does not turn on a 
single game this time has also been an influence. 
If Australia had lost last week, it would have had 
chances to make amends, but critical momentum 
would have been lost. 

As for the game itself, the first half was a dour 
arm-wrestle with the mobile organised Uzbeks. 
Scott McDonald worked his socks off in a lone 
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role in attack, having one early shot saved by the 
keeper, then setting up Marco Bresciano with a 

run and a lovely square pass, only for the Paler- 

mo midfielder to put his shot too close to Ignatiy 
Nesterov. At the other end, Server Dejparov sent 
last week’s hat-trick hero Farhod Tadjivev away 
and his shot flew across Mark Schwarzer’s goal. 

Coach Pim Verbeek was disappointed with the 
slow ball movement in the first half, as were the 
soaked fans, and he told his charges to take the 
game to the visitors. The change in tempo was 
immediately noticeable but the breakthrough 
did not come till the 66th minute. Josh Ken- 
nedy, who had replaced McDonald as the focal 
point of the attack, was found by a neat cross 
from Bresciano. The big striker did not have to 
leave the ground, but he headed the ball past the 
stranded keeper. 

Seven minutes later Richard Garcia chased 
a ball into the box and was barged over by 
Hayrulla Karimov who injured himself in the 
process. 

It was a relatively soft penalty, but Harry 
Kewell kept his cool and slotted it away before 
being replaced soon after by Brett Holman. 
Australia played out time, though the defence 
was lucky to keep a clean sheet when Uzbeki- 
stan had the ball in the net in injury time only to 
have it chalked off for offside. 

So Australia stands on the brink of making 
it back to back World Cups, another first for 
the country and incidentally both a big money 
spinner for the Football Federation Australia and 
a boost for the Asian Confederation which will 


Hitting the spot? Harry Kewell almost repeated history with his spot-kick last Wednesday - but 
with three games to spare for qualification the vibe is certainly different this time around. 


have the only team to get out of the group stages 
in 2006 in South Africa. 

The second attempt in succession cannot be 
expected to mimic the first successful quali- 
fication in over 30 years, but the feeling that 
Australia is already home and hosed has prob- 
ably counted against the occasion. Let’s hope 
that none of that complacency gets through to 
the players. They know how important it is to 
get to the pinnacle of their profession, and those 
who have been there are determined to get back, 
while the newer members of Pim Verbeek’s 
squad will walk over broken glass to get into the 
final selection. One point will do it, but competi- 


tion for places will help ensure that there is pres- 
sure to perform in all three remaining games. 

Not all fans are as blase as the Sydneysiders. 
The Fanatics tour group is counting on another 
mass exodus of Australians if the results go our 
way. They have booked a whole football stadium 
in Durban as the base for a tent city for fans who 
want to do it that way. They also have a hotel- 
based package in Capetown for those who want 
a bit more creature comfort. 


By Roy Hay 
In Sydney 
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Whittlesea Zebras FC president Chris 
Dzanovski has called for the CEO of 
Football Federation Victoria to resign 
after the Federation was ordered by the 
Supreme Court of Victoria to re-instate 
the clubs’ junior teams to FFV’s premier 
junior football competition in a decision 
handed down on Friday 27th March. 

The order was made on the basis of two sworn 
affidavits and documents provided by FFV and 
the Zebras. The Zebras sought an injuction 
against FFV’s ruling in late 2008 that a club 
merger in 2006 between the Bulleen Zebras and 
Whittlesea Stallions wasn’t valid. FFV deter- 
mined that as the Stallions had the junior teams 
in 2006 that it would take the place in the FFV’s 
Super League for the 2009 season. 

As a result of the FFV decision, the local 
council assessed that as the Zebras was not a lo- 
cal club it could no longer use its home ground 
and facilities, directly threatening the clubs’ vi- 
ability as a going concern. 

“As I maintained in the beginning and I still 
do, the casualty here is football and at the centre 
of this are children,” said the Zebras president. 

“The honourable thing for the CEO to do is 
allow the game to go forward and resign over 
this issue.” 

FFV CEO Mark Rendell refused to comment 
in response Mr Dzanovski’s call for his resig- 
nation but reinforced the FFV’s position on Fri- 
day. 

“What this matter clearly demonstrates is that 
neither of the clubs involved in the merger fol- 
lowed the correct process in late 2006 and early 
2007. It is also clear that FFV did not have 
the process or structure in place to ensure the 
tules are being enforced and should not have 
let the clubs act as a merged club until this was 
completed,” said Mr Rendell. “One of the key 
mandates when I commenced as CEO of FFV 
in May 2007 has been to ensure that the right 
structures are in place to effectively govern the 
sport. These structures now exist and FFV is in 
a position to deliver effectively for the sport in 
Victoria going forward.” 

And Rendell defended the Federation’s ac- 
tions in the lead up to the case being brought 
before court. 

“At all times in addressing the issues in this 
matter and understanding fully that in 2006 no 
party had followed the correct process, FFV has 
acted in good faith and was making decisions 
that it believed were in the best interests of the 
sport.” 

Formed after a merger between the Bulleen 
Zebras and Whittlesea Stallions in 2006, the 
Whittesea Zebras competed in the highest ech- 
elons of FFV’s senior and junior competitions 
and had done so for two full seasons, with the 
senior team operating out of the facilities at Ep- 
ping Soccer Stadium. 

After the 2008 season, FFV became aware that 
certain legal documents pertaining to the 2006 


merger had not been officially filed with the rel- 
evant authorities, and advised the Zebras’ board 
in November 2008 that under FFV rules it could 
not accept that the club was a merged entity. 

The FFV advised that due to the missing 
documents, it had no option but to consider the 
club as two separate entities - as they had existed 
before the merger in 2006 - and as such, both 
clubs were eligible to enter teams in FFV com- 
petitions for 2009. 

However, FFV advised the Zebras that the 
four places in the elite junior Super League 
earned by the merged club for their efforts in the 
2007 and 2008 seasons would be given to the 
Whittlesea Stallions, a club that had not fielded 
a team in FFV competition since the merger, but 
had never been officially de-registered as an le- 
gal entity as is required under FFV rules when 
two clubs merge. 

As FFV retrospectively declined to recognize 
the merger, the Whittlesea Zebras junior teams 
were considered new team entries by FFV, 
which meant under Federation rules they could 
only apply for admission into FFV’s lower lev- 
els of junior competitions. 

The court transcript revealed that a breakaway 
group of three former members of the Zebras 
board - who were all previously officials and/ 
or members of the Stallions before the merger 
took place - emerged as key figures in the lead 
up to FFV’s decision and after resurrecting its 
old club and gaining the prized Super League 
licences. 

The Supreme Court decision stated that, based 
upon the available evidence, one of these for- 
mer Stallions officials was “at the relevant time” 
also a FFV North West Zone representative and 
FFV member and as such “enjoyed whatever 
particular influence members were accorded in 
the counsels of the FFV by the virtue of their 
membership.” 

Whittlesea City Council, on FFV’s advice of 
the change in status, had advised the Zebras that 
as its club was not from the municipality - hav- 
ing been based in Bulleen before the merger - its 
team in the VPL would no longer be able to be 
based at Epping Stadium. Under council regu- 
lations the use of the stadium was reserved for 
the highest-ranked side based in the local gov- 
ernment area - which meant that State League 2 
side Thomastown’s Devils would be granted use 
of the facility. 

The Court found - on the evidence before it 
- that the FFV had effectively recognised the 
Whittlesea Zebras as a functioning, affiliated 
single entity for two full seasons, though ac- 
knowledging administrative gaps in the required 
legal reporting of the merger by the club. 

The order stated that “When it came to the 
crunch, FFV made the mistake of ignoring the 
reality. It concentrated instead on legal niceties 
alone. This is always dangerous, and in this in- 
stance particularly so. If the analysis of the legal 
position leads to a result that is totally out of 


It's a jungle out there: The Zebras’ very existence became an issue before a court of law 
during the past fortnight, but once again the proud Black and Whites live to tell the tale. 


_ Supreme Court Rules Over Merger Dispute 


View full Court Order at www.goalweekly.com 


alignment with the real world, a re-analysis of 
the legal position is always wise.” 

Judge Harper’s decision also questioned why 
the FFV awarded the Zebra’s junior licences to 
a club whose office-bearers, labelled “the delin- 
quent officials” in the transcript, were in fact for- 
mer Whittlesea Zebras club officials and board 
members and who were, it could be reasonably 
argued, likely to bear at least partial responsibil- 
ity for the lodgement of the necessary merger 
paperwork in the first instance. 

The FFV argued that under its Junior League 
rules, it reserved absolute discretion to deter- 
mine the composition of each League. 

The judge accepted this, but suggested that the 
process through which the FFV made the deci- 
sion to remove the Zebras junior teams from the 
Super League after two years of operation was 
unfair. 

“The Federation came to these decisions 
without giving the plaintiff any opportunity to 
make submissions about them before it knew 
that these particular decisions might be made. 
Given their importance, it seems to me that the 
defendant’s failure to alert the plaintiff about the 
possibility that it would be treated as a new en- 
trant in the junior competitions, and that four of 
it’s junior teams would lose the Super League 
status for which they qualified by reason of their 
2008 performances amounts to a denial of natu- 
ral justice.” 

Judge Harper qualified his decision by say- 
ing that ruling was based purely on the evidence 
made available to the court was not intended to 
inhibit a judge should the matter go to trial. The 
Order to reinstate the teams, the judge pointed 
out, was also in no way intended to limit FFV’s 
ability to register both the Stallions and the 
Zebras in the same competition if the FFV so 
wished, and in granting the Zebras the relief 
they sought, urged the club to “act quickly.” 

Zebras’ president Dzanovski said he was dis- 
sapointed that the issue had to be resolved in 
court. 

“We have a history of over 60 years and its 
disappointing that a club needs to go to these 
extents to show that the merger, which as we 
demonstrated to FFV prior to legal action, had 
taken place.” 

Now the club’s focus has turned to the Whit- 
tlesea Council and gaining some clarity regard- 
ing the club’s ability to operate out of Epping 
Stadium. 

“The Council has been approached by our le- 
gal people to advise of the Judge’s findings and 
as a result of that we’re looking forward to them 
reversing their decision.” 

The FFV advised that it would accept and will 
comply with the order of the Court. 

“The FFV stands by its actions in this case 
and will continue to administer football in Victo- 
ria pursuant to its Constitution and Rules and al- 
ways in the best interests of football as a whole,” 
said Mr Rendell. 

“FFV wishes all clubs in the Whittlesea area 
a successful 2009 season.” 


By Chris Aloi 
Photo by Daniel Flis 
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Melbourne Knights 
10. Sunshine Georgies 
11. Preston Lions 

12. Whittlesea Zebras 


Altona Magic 2 (C Recchia 2) Green Gully Cavaliers 1 (J Nikolic) 
Oakleigh Cannons 3 (R Diaco 2 B Damianos) Preston Lions 0 
Sunshine Georgies 0 Dandenong Thunder 1 (CF Quirk) 
Hume City 2 (Z Petrevski 2) Melbourne Knights 1 (G Draper) 
South Melbourne 3 (V Coveny J Youssef G Zoric) Richmond 0 
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Hume City 
: Preston Lions : 
: :B’meadows Valley Park: 
Sun 19 Apr KO 3:00PM 


Sunshine Georgies 


Whittlesea Zebras v Heidelberg United (Playing Tonight) 2 Vv 


ANDREW FISHER?S KISS/O 


= 
OAKLEIGH V RICHMOND: 

Mon 13th Apr, 7:00pm Jack Edwards Res 
The only match of Easter week and it’s 

a big one. The Cannons finally getting 
some points at home will be looking to 
inflict more pain on the Eagles who suf- 
fered their first loss of the season. This 
game could be an Easter cracker with 
goals on the cards. SCORE DRAW 


Last 5 Meetings: Oak 1-1 Rich 2008), 
Rich 2-1 Oak (2008), Oak 2-1 Rich 
(2007), Rich 4-1 Oak (2007), Rich 1-1 
Oak (2006) 


GREEN GULLY V SOUTH MELB: 
Sat 18h Apr, 4:00pm Green Gully Re- 
serve. 

Green Gully suffered their first loss of 
the season at the hands of Altona last 
round. They now face the tough task of 
the red hot South Melbourne side who 
have notched up four straight wins. South 
Melbourne will start favourites but must 
be wary of a Gully side who have had the 
wood over them in recent times. 

AWAY WIN 


Last 5 Meetings: Gully 1-0 South (2008), 
South 0-3 Gully (2008), Gully 0-0 South 
(2007), South 0-1 Gully (2007), South 
3-0 Gully (2006 Finals) 
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DANDENONG V WHITTLESEA: 

Sat 18th Apr, 7:00pm George Andrews 
Res. 

High flying Dandenong continues to 
silence their doubters and now find them- 
selves outright leaders of the league. The 
Zebra’s should provide little problems for 
the Thunder, a convincing win is expect- 
ed from the home side. HOME WIN 


Last 5 Meetings: DNP 


HUME CITY V PRESTON LIONS: 
Sun 19th Apr, 3:00pm Broadmeadows 
Valley Park. 

An intriguing match in which the home 
side could field up to six former Pres- 
ton players, and a former senior coach. 
Preston’s season is quickly sinking and 
doesn’t look like improving any time 
soon. HOME WIN 


Last 5 Meetings: Prest 0-2 Hume (2008), 
Hume 1-4 Prest (2008), DNP 


SUNSHINE V ALTONA MAGIC: 

Sun 19th Apr, 3:00pm Chaplin Reserve. 
Altona finally recorded only their second 
win of the season last round, and now 
take on the unpredictable Sunshine. Only 
one point separates the sides on the lad- 
der, and the match could go either way. 


FIDEATHEIRoundh, 


Altona Magic 
' Chaplin Reserve | 
“Sun 19 Apr KO 3:00PM : 


Hard to call this one. AWAY WIN 


Last 5 Meetings: Altona 0-0 Sunshine 


(2007), Sun 2-2 Altona (2007), Sun 1-2 Heidelbe rg Utd 
Altona (2006), Altona 2-0 Sun (2006), 


Sun 1-2 Altona (2005) Vv 


Melbourne Knights 


HEIDELBERG V MELB KNIGHTS: : ; . 
Mon 20th Apr, 8.30pm Olympic Village. : Olympic Park (Village) } 
Despite the Knights holding an impres- ‘Mon 20 Apr KO 8:30PM 
sive recent record against Heidelberg, the ooo. icceccccccccececccceeucececeeeececeees a 
home side will start this match as heavy 

favourites. The Bergers’ look an impres- 
sive outfit this season and should be to 
strong for the Knights. HOME WIN 


: Thanks to our friends at Errea the Top Scorer: 
: of this season’s VPL will receive a $500 gift: 
: voucher. Thanks to our friends at Errea the: 
: Top Scorer of this season’s VPL will receive a: 
: $500 gift voucher. : 
Goran Zoric,South Melb 6 
Osagie Ederaro, Heidelberg Utd 5 
Richard Cardozo, Richmond 4 
Ricky Diaco, Oakleigh Cannons 4 


Last 5 Meetings: Knights 2-1 Heid (2008 
Finals) Heid 0-1 Knights (2008), Knights 
2-2 Heid (2008), Heid 0-1 Knights 
(2007) Knights 1-0 Heid (2007). 


For those who like a flutter on the Eng- 
lish betting sites, this week’s outside bet 
is Green Gully to continue their impres- 
sive run against South Melbourne. This 
week’s safe bet: Dandenong to beat 
Whittlesea. Remember bet responsibly. 


: Altona Magic 1 Green Gully Cavaliers 1, Oakleigh Cannons 

: 1 Preston Lions 3, Sunshine Georgies 6 Dandenong Thunder 
: 41, Hume City 0 Melbourne Knights 2, South Melbourne 0 

: Richmond 0 
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RED HOT SOUTH! 


VPL Round 6 


The Premiership 


Eagles’ Wings Clipped And Knocked Off Perch 


South Melbourne has made it four 
wins in a row after trouncing the 
top placed Richmond in a one sided 
match on Sunday at Bob Jane Sta- 
dium. 

With Richmond undefeated in 2009, the 
approached the game against the in-form 
Blues as warm favourites, with South hav- 
ing played on the unusual day of Tuesday 
night against Whittlesea in the lead up to the 
match. 

It was the home side that came out of 
the blocks running, with Goran Zoric and 
Vaughan Coveny combining early to create 
a half chance early on. With the keeper to 
beat, Zoric hit a timid drive into the arms of 
the prying Peter Zois. 

South however did find the net in the 
26th minute. A wonderful sweeping move 
forward culminated in the ball finding the 
South wingback Rhodri Payne on the left 
hand side of the area. Payne then launched 
a wonderful swinging ball into the area and 
onto the head of Joseph Youssef, who nod- 
ded the ball past the hapless Zois. 

South continued to dominate the game 
and possession in the remaining minutes 
of the half, though to the frustration of the 
coach, the final ball was continually letting 
down the hard work of his side further up 
the park. 

It was also the case with Richmond, 
who could not muster any chance of note to 
respond to the South Melbourne goal. 

This however changed in the second half 
when the home side came out like a house 
on fire. 
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In the first five minutes of the half both 
Zoric and Coveny missed chances from just 
outside the area, with both players opting to 
try and beat Zois from long range. Also on 
both occasions the ball flew well wide of the 
target. 

South continued to pepper the Richmond 
goal and should have had a second goal in 
the 57th minute when a mazy run by Zoric 
concluded in the diminutive attacking player 
playing a sublime square ball into the path 
of the wide open Sebastian Petrovic. With 
the keeper to beat, Petrovic slammed the 
ball over the bar from just inside the area. 

The Blues were finally rewarded in the 
62nd minute after some delightful work in 
the midfield allowed for Coveny to find the 
ball in acres of space just outside the area. 
With the Richmond defence unwilling to 
close down the veteran, he opted to hit a 
steaming 30 metre pile driver at the goal. 
With the keeper helpless, the ball sailed over 
the top of him, before sensationally dipping 
below the bar to smash into the back of the 
net in what will be one of the goal of the 
year contenders. 

With Coveny now on 99 career goals at 
South Melbourne, he was intent on trying to 
claim his 100th career goal for the club. He 
came agonisingly close in the 66th minute, 
when he launched a free kick from just out- 
side the area inches wide of the target. 

The 282 game veteran continued to 
torment the Richmond defence at every 
opportunity and in the 65th minute he was 
once again released by Youssef down the 
right hand side of attack. With the defence 


South’s Seb Petrovic and Sam Torrens give Eagle Richie Cardozo a torrid 
time at Bob Jane Stadium yesterday. 
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backtracking, Coveny hit a hard shot toward 
goal, only for the ball to be deflected out for 
a comer. From the resulting corner, Zoric hit 
a well placed cross to the back post to which 
Coveny managed to header into the upright 
and away for a goal-kick. 

In the 77th minute, the man known as the 
“Horse” was seemingly on track to finally 
break the milestone after a lovely ball by 
young Sam Torrens found its way into the 
path of Coveny. With the ball bouncing in 
the area and no Richmond defender able to 
track him down, Coveny then launched a 
chipped attempt on target, only for the ball 
to be caught by Zois, who could not believe 
that the veteran had not managed to lob his 
shot over the top of him and into the back of 
the net 

With the veteran in scintillating form, he 
was substituted in the 80th minute to the ap- 
plause of the boisterous and fanatical South 
Melbourne faithful, who were appreciative 
of his man of the match performance. 

With Richmond merely trying to contain 
a rampant South attack, they launched a half 
effort on goal in the 81st minute through 
Richard Cardozo, who tried to score from 
well outside the area. With no real power 
behind the goal, Tommi Tomich was able to 
catch the ball without any real concern. 


South closed off the comprehensive vic- 
tory in the 84th minute when some lovely 
interplay by Zoric and De Nittis on the half 
way line concluded with De Nittis playing a 
well weighted ball past the stagnant defence 
and into the path of speedy Zoric. With only 


RICHMOND 
EAGLES 


South’s opening goalscorer Joey Youseff gets shirty with Eagle’s captain 


Zois to beat, Zoric tucked the ball onto the 
right side of the keeper to score his 6th goal 
of the season in as many games. 

With a terrible performance behind them, 
Richmond will need to re-group when they 
play Oakleigh at Jack Edwards Reserve in a 
mouth-watering Easter Monday clash. South 
will have a two week break before playing 
Green Gully in two weeks time at Green 
Gully reserve. 


SMFC 3 (Youssef, Coveny, Zoric) 
Richmond 0 


Man of the Match — Vaughan Coveny 
Crowd — Approx 2000 @ Bob Jane Sta- 
dium 


SMFC Line-up 

Tommi Tomich, Shane Nunes, Rhodri 
Payne, Steven O’Dor, Eddie Cetkin, 
Vaughan Coveny, Joseph Youssef, Rama 
Tavsancioglu, Fernando De Moraes, 
Goran Zoric, Sebastian Petrovic 


Richmond Line-up 


Peter Zois, Danny Black, Erhan Karahan, 
Terry Antoniadis, Stuart McCluskey, Dimi- 
tri Tsiaris, Richie Cardozo, Nick Kalam- 
bokis, Lorenz Kindtner, Nick Robinson, 
Andrew Viola 


By George Kouroumalis 
Photos by John Punson 
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THUNDER TOPS VPL! 
Georgies Left To Rue Missed Chances 
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In what was a close encounter bes 
tween Dandenong Thunder, a team 
in form who had been getting the 
results and the home team Sunshine 
Georgies, who had been playing well 
without getting the rewards they 

had often deserved, it proved to be 
the same story in this game as the 
Thunder prevailed by a score of one 
goal to nil. 

Both teams came out full of fire and 
looking to assert themselves and take con- 
trol of the game, but it was a scrappy start 
which Sunshine narrowly had the better of 
the play and without really troubling Stuart 
Webster in the Dandenong goals looked 
dangerous and looked like there was the 
potential for goals to be scored. George 
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Papadopoulos was prominent on the right 
wing and was a constant menace. 

Slowly however Dandenong began to 
get themselves into the game and began 
to look like a constant attacking threat and 
it was from a cross and then a scramble 
inside Martin John’s penalty are that Colin 
Quirk popped up and was able to poke the 
ball beyond the outstretched Martin John to 
give the Thunder the lead and ultimately the 
winning goal - much to the delight of the 
Thunder supporters who came in significant 
numbers. 

Almost immediately The Cross were 
given the ideal chance to get themselves 
back into the game when a penalty kick 
was awarded when Sapasovski was bundled 
down in the penalty area. Up stepped Geor- 
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gies captain Wayne Wallace to hit a good 
penalty low to his left but Stuart Webster 
smartly dived to his right and got a hand to 
the kick and parried it away and was able 
to stop the subsequent effort from Papado- 
poulos and the ball was scrambled to safety. 
For the remainder of the half George Cross 
pushed to try and get a goal and had their 
chances without really creating a major 
scoring opportunity. Half time one goal lead 
to the Thunder. 

The second half George cross had much 
the best of the game but Thunder kept them 
at arm’s length and when required Webster 
in goals for the Thunder was supremely 
confident in his handling and his marshal- 
ling of the troops ahead of him. Sunshine 
had a chance cleared off the line and hit the 


DANDENONG 
THUNDER 


post on another occasion and Dandenong 
seemed like their break was going to come 
from a counter attack as Sunshine chased 
the game but it was not to be for The Cross. 
Dandenong ran out winners by the single 
goal and are now 3 points clear atthe top 
of the VPL standings. A marvellous feat 
considering they are the new boys of the 
competition after winning promotion only 
last year from State League One. 

Next week there are no games because 
of the Easter break but following that 
Sunshine host Altona Magic at Chaplin 
Reserve whilst Dandenong Thunder host 
the Whittlesea Zebras at George Andrews. 


By Reuben Schembri 
Photos by Daniel Flis 
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GOALKEEPER COACHING 
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Full Day Goalkeeper Clinics have been organised for April 2009 
at La Trobe University - Bundoora 
Monday 13th April and Tuesday 14th April 2009 
1Day= $120.00 
2 Days = $220.00 
Professional UEFA B Goalkeeper Tuition/Lunch/ Drink & Gift 
A variety of Technical Goalkeeper skills. 


Come along for some fun filled days with modern technical Goalkeeper Coaching 
(aligned to European Professional Football Clubs), Great Coaches (UEFA B Trained 
and Ex Professionals) and fantastic Facilities (Latrobe University) 
For more information Contact Peter Zois 0415 255 505 
Email: premierfootballtuition@yahoo.com.au 
www.premierfootballtuition.com 
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Hume City striker Zoran Petrevski 
scored two goals, and secured an 
important three points for his side 
against the out of form Melbourne 
Knights at Broadmeadows Valley 
Park on Sunday. 

A bumpy pitch combined with 
howling winds and light drizzle, made for 
an unspectacular match with chances hard 
to come by. The home side adapted to the 
conditions the best, and managed to get on 
the scoresheet in the opening ten minutes. 
A long ball forward was not dealt with by 
the Knights’ defence, and as goalkeeper 
Josh Fluss attempted to clear the danger, 
Zoran Petrevksi blocked the clearance and 
found himself in front of an open goal for 
the easiest goal of his career. 

The visitors struggled to create 
chances up front, mainly due to a 4-5-1 
formation and long ball tactic. It took until 
the 20th minute for the Knights to muster 
up their first opportunity, as Joshua Groe- 
newald met a Mate Duganzdic free-kick 
forcing an easy save from Lupce Acevski 
in the Hume City goal. 


AUSTRALIA’S 
No 1 
CENTRE 
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Just minutes later, against the run 
of play the Knights managed to equalise. 
The Knights’ finally playing some direct 
passing releasing Dugandzic on the left 
wing, the playmaker working his way 
into the box before cutting back to Greg 
Draper, who with time and space expertly 
placed the ball into the bottom corner for 
his first goal in Knights’ colours. 

Ramazan Savran caused the visi- 
tors some problems with some well taken 
corners, however the Knights biggest 
problem was self-inflicted just before the 
break, a late challenge from Peter Franjic 
saw him receive his second yellow card 
and his marching orders. 

The home took the ascendancy 
in the second have, looking to capitalise 
on their numerical advantage, shots from 
Ross Thompson and Caner Ucarli and 
Jason Davidson just missing the target. 
The Knights could have scored an unlikely 
goal midway though the second half, as 
Craig Elvin just missed getting his head on 
a Dugandzic corner. 

Hume deservedly got the win- 
ning goal in the 76th minute. There was 
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a Preston Lions feel to the goal as Tony 
Sterjovksi found space on the left wing, 
and delivered the perfect ball to Petrevski 
unmarked at the back post, who finished 
with a stunning volley. Ironically Petrevski 
had now scored more goals in this game, 
then in last years entire campaign when 
playing for the Knights. 

The home side could have ex- 
tended the lead late on, Petrevski released 
substitute Alfonso Opazo into the penalty 
area, whose shot across goal was only mil- 
limetres wide. 

Hume’s win sees them leapfrog 
the Knights and keep in touch with the top 
half, they take on South Melbourne after 
the Easter break. The Knights continue 
to slip down the ladder and must change 
things soon if they are to partake in the 
finals this season, it doesn’t get any easier 
as they take on Heidelberg after the break. 


MATCH STATS: 
SHOTS: HC 9 MK 5 
TARGET: HC 3 MK 2 
CORNERS: HC 4 MK 5 


SATURDAY MORNING 


SOCCER CLINICS 
SKILLZ (6-12) 
TINY TOTS (3-5) 
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Hume City: Acevski, Davidson, Baser, 
Beni, Pir, Thompson, Sterjovksi, Erdogan 
(Munoz 67’), Ucalri (Opazo 75’), Savran 
(Harrhy 72’), Petrevski. 


Goals: Petrevski 8’, 76’. 

Yellow Cards: Ucarli 21’, Savran 25’, 
Petrevski 44’, Beni 61’, Munoz 71’. 
Red Cards: None 


Melbourne Knights: Fluss, Cumming, 
Fitzgerald, Elvin, Grbesa, Franjic, 
Kiratzoglou (Hatzimouratis 76’), Lagana, 
Dugandzic, Groenewald (Beckit 86’), 
Draper. 


Goals: Draper 24’ 
Yellow Cards: Franjic 20’ 
Red Cards: Franjic 42’ 


MoM: Zoran Petrevski (Hume City) 
Crowd: Approx 500 @ Broadmeadows 
Valley Park 


By Andrew Fisher 
Photos by Steve Starek 
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CANNONS BACK ON TRACK 
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Toothless Lions Need To Find Their Roar 


Oakleigh set about their game with the 
intention of not letting the Lions settle 
early or have time to think about what 
they wanted to do, and should have 
taken the lead as early as the 2nd minute, 
were it not for Preston’s keeper Damir 
Salcin who was alert to the danger and 
pulled of a great save from a 1 on 1 situ- 
ation. 

This happened to be a stay of execution only 
as a minute later Igor Kolevski brought down an 
Oakleigh forward in the penalty area, the referee 
pointed to the penalty spot amid appeals and pro- 
tests from the Preston bench and players alike, 
those protests were waved away as Diaco put the 
ball past Preston’s keeper Salcin. 

The goal shocked the Preston team to the 
core and they found themselves 2 goals down in 
less than 6 minutes of play when Oakleigh were 
awarded a free kick some 30m out wide on the 
left flank, Diaco got his second goal when his 
cross cum shot went directly into the goal past a 
static Preston defence. 

Diaco was creating havoc as he harassed the 
Preston defence with his hustling and bustling, 
and with Damianos running the middle of the 
park Preston was being ran rugged. 

Diaco should have done much better when his 20 
metre shot from in front of goal went over bar 10 
minutes in. 

The turning point from Preston’s point of view 
in this contest was made by the referee in the 
15th minute when he waved play on amid ap- 
peals for a penalty on Georgievski when he was 
blatantly brought down from behind, but in the 
end all they got was a corner instead, much to the 
disgust of Preston coach Zoran Trajcevski. 
Oakleigh’s number 11 could have sealed the 
game for Oakleigh in the 25th minute when he 
missed the whole goal from 6 metres out with no 
defender anywhere near him. 

Oakleigh were in total control of the game by 
this stage and should have scored on a further 2 
occasions, once in the 36th minute when the ball 
was played across the 6 yard box and 3 Oakleigh 
forwards watching it but not attacking it, and the 
second in the 40th minute when Damianos was 
fouled 20 metres out in front of goal, but Damir 
Salcin pulled of another brilliant save to keep the 
Lion’s in the match. 

Preston was a better team in the beginning of 
the 2nd half and gained some control of the mid- 
dle of the park, but could not make any headway 
in front of goal at all. At best Preston was only an 
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Oakleigh’s Ricky Diaco slipes one past Damir Salcin on his way to a brace. 


annoyance to the to Oakleigh defence with only 
half chances coming their way with Dolevski and 
Bosevski at the centre of them. 

Damir was again in the thick of things when 
in the 55th minute he denied Oakleigh another 
certain goal as he was faced with another | on 1 
situation. 

Oakleigh’s #17 should definitely have scored for 
Oakleigh but his free header from the penalty 
spot floated inches over the bar giving the Lions 
some hope of salvaging something from the 
remainder of the game. 

Bosevski having made some room on the right 
side saw his shot easily saved by Oakleigh’s 
keeper. 

Karpeh having just been introduced could have 
made an immediate impact when he went past a 
static Miskas, but the shot weakly which Salcin 
saved easily. 

Oakleigh did put the game beyond the Lions 
reach in the 83rd minute when Damianos put the 
ball over a gallant Salcin after some impressive 
work on the flank by Oakleigh. 

Oakleigh’s penalty appeals for a handball in 
the 85th minute were waved away, and seconds 
later Karpeh butchered another great opportunity 
when he went past Miskas yet again only to 
shoot straight at Salcin from 12 metres out. 
Karpeh was having a nightmare of a time with 
getting caught offside at every attack Oakleigh 
had, and to add to his misery he beat Miskas yet 
again with 2 minutes to go but his shot across 
Salcin’s goal was well wide of the mark. 

Oakleigh had 2 goals disallowed for offside in 
as many minutes but Karpeh’s nightmare contin- 
ued in front of goal . 

Oakleigh should have scored more than they did, 
but their inability to take their chances saved 
Preston from what could have been another 
hiding. 

The Lions lack depth and experience and unless 
they address this problem ASAP then they will 
definitely be playing First Division football next 
season. 


Goals: Diaco 2 (OC), Damianos (OC) 


Crowd: 250 Unofficial 
MOTM: Damir Salcin (Lions) 
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CHAMPS WEAVE THEIR MAGIC 
Injury List Grows For Gully 
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Green Gully travelled to Altona’s 
Paisley Park Soccer Complex and 
returned with nothing but bad news. 
Ryan Ollerton, having missed most 
of the first five rounds and pre- 
season due to injury, was hit with a 
shocker hamstring blow in the in the 
first half playing for the Green Gully 
Under 21’s. 

Andy Vargas, having missed training dur- 
ing the week with injury, was left out of the 
starting eleven this weekend against Altona 
Magic. 

Steven Tilovski did came back from a 
groin injury, but did not look 100%, whilst 
Green Gully captain Dean Fak left the field 
with injury in the second half. 

Altona Magic took the lead early in the 
game, against the run of play. 
Carl Recchia capitalised on a loose ball in 
the Green Gully penalty area, and made 
no mistake with his strike on goal. Having 
started the first half strongly, the Cavaliers 
did look to respond to the Altona goal, and 
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GREEN GULLY 
CAVALIERS 


finished off the first half with opportunities 
on goal being created on both left and right 
wings. 

In the second half, Altona lifted and with 
25 minutes to play Carl Recchia again capi- 
talised on a loose ball, and his powerful shot 
on goal went through the legs of Steve Bur- 
ton and the arms of Steven Tilovski. Gully 
coach David Winton had no option but to 
ring in the changes, Kristijan Ivesic, Diogo 
Ferreira and Aziz Behich all came on to help 
turn the game. In the last 20 minutes, Green 
Gully enjoyed their strongest spell in the 
match. Diogo Ferreira setup Joel Nikolic to 
get one goal back, but the final touch just 
escaped Gully on the night. Matthew Sand- 
ers scuffed a low cross near the penalty spot, 
whilst Joel Nikolic looked like he was going 
to walk in an equaliser in the final minute of 
the match, but denied with some desperate 
Magic defense. 

After the match, Gully coach David Win- 
ton spoke of his disappointment with the 
result, but amongst his positives from the 


match, highlighted young Diogo Ferreira’s 
effort in helping turn the match around at 
the end of the game. 

The Green Gully Under 21’s drew with 
Altona Magic 1-1. 


Match Details: 


Altona Magic: 

#1 Nikola Roganovic, #4 Steve Laurie, #6 
Con Anthopoulous, #8 Carl Recchia, #9 
Michael Curcija, #10 Pece Sivevski, #12 
Adam Fadljevic, 

#14 Pece Cergovski, #17 Phillip Riccobene, 
#19 Slave Bozinovski, #23 Nicholas Kal- 
mar 

Subs: #15 Miffit Bojku, #18 Tony Saric, 
#5 Doug Mladenovic, #11 Kliment Taseski, 
#36 Bojo Jedjedovic 


Scorers: Recchia x 2 


Green Gully: 
#23 Steven Tilovski, #3 Steven Burton, #4 


Dean Fak, #6 Kole Delev, #7 Jeffrey Flem- 
ing, #9 Daniel White, #10 John Adam, #11 
Pablo Cardozo, 

#12 Matthew Sanders, #16 Mile Medje- 
dovic, #18 Joel Nikolic 

Subs: #00 Patric Ndongo, #2 Kristijan 
Ivesic, #8 Aziz Behich, #17 Andy Vargas, 
#19 Diogo Ferreira 


Scorers: Nikolic 


Man of the Match: 
Carl Recchia (Altona Magic) 


Venue: Paisley Park 
Crowd: 750 


Altona Magic v Green Gully: 
Green Gully Show - Saturday April 11 
10:30am Channel 31 


By Markian Jaworsky 
Photos by Daniel Flis 
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ZEBRAS AIM FOR BANG IN THEIR BUCK 
At Olympic Village Tonight KO 8.30pm 


For the second week running, the 
Whittlesea Zebras play a home 
fixture in enemy territory when they 
travel to Olympic Village tonight to 
take on Heidelberg United for their 
Round 6 VPL fixture. 

They will do so without coach Ivan 
Jolic who resigned on Wednesday evening 
in the wake of legal issues crippling the 
club - who are without a home ground 
or appropriate training facilities - that he 
said impacted on his ability to do the job 
properly. 

“It’s dissapointing because I like the 
playing squad and I’ve got no issues with 
them or the board.” Jolic said. 

“When you don’t get the opportunity to 
train and coach then it makes it very diffi- 
cult and that’s what I see on match days.” 

“We haven’t had a training venue, 
we’ve gone from patch of grass to patch 
of grass.” 

“Had we had the stability off the field 
and the ability to coach three, four times 
a week in terms of game planning and in- 
dentifying what the roles of each player is 
in certain situations that we wouldn’t have 
been punished as much as we have been.” 

“T feel for the club, but I’m sure they’ ll 
come out the right side of it,” 

“T wish the boys all the very best for the 
future.” 

The Zebras confirmed on Friday that 
assistant Glenn Clarke had been named 
caretaker coach until a replacement is 
organized. 

A challenging first-up fixture awaits 
Clarke tonight. 

Heidelberg have emerged as one of 
the early season pacesetters, having gone 
undefeated since a 4-1 loss to Oakleigh in 
Round 1, winning three and drawing one 
of their last four outings. Last week they 
thumped reigning VPL champions Altona 
4-0 in an impressive display at home. 

Key to their good start to the year has 
been their midfield, with quality imports 


HEIDELBERG 38 
UNITED 


Ivan Jolic and Ross Antoniadis in happier times after winning the 
Northern Community Cup against Preston Lions last year. 


Osagie Ederaro - who has 5 goals from 5 
games this season - and high profile Dutch 
recruit Bob Petta on the right and left sides 
of midfield respectively. 

Their assertive, attacking instincts are 
well served by the central midfield pairing 
of reigning VPL Gold Medalist Graham 
Hockless and the industrious captain Tony 
Ouliaris. 

In addition to the obvious attacking 
threats posed by the Warriors, just one goal 
has been conceded since their Round 1| 
wake-up call. 

Their bright start is in stark contrast to 
what Whittlesea have had to endure this 
season. 

Still without a point after five matches 


and sitting on the bottom of the table, 
the embattled Zebras squad have had to 
weather the storm of their club’s recent 
woes but are desperate to avoid a relega- 
tion battle this season. 

Zebras skipper Ross Antoinadis ex- 
plained that while it was hard to ignore the 
crisis at the club, the playing group still 
expected more of themselves. 

“As players all we can do is try and not 
let that affect us as much as possible and 
focus on the task at hand, to try at get as 
many points as we can.” 

“We don’t put that (off-field issues) up 
as any excuse for our poor performances 
to date.” 

The club captain explained that while 


his side has shown glimpses of their poten- 
tial in recent weeks, there were areas that 
needed improvement. 

“There’s no doubt that there are some 
positives to come out of some recent 
performances. The problem is just lapses 
in concentration that are costing us. That’s 
something we need to eradicate from our 
game.” 

And when they do get that elusive first 
point on the board, the skipper said that his 
side was focused on steadily climbing their 
way out of the relegation zone. 

“Tt’s a pretty tight league. I’m sure we’ll 
find if we string a few results together back 
to back then we’ll be in the mix again.” 

“Momentum is a big thing. For us at 
the moment it’s about getting the basics 
right and getting that first win and I’m sure 
when we do, confidence will grow.” 

“We’re confident we can get ourselves 
out of the situation we’re in.” 

Antionadis said he expects to see his 
team hellbent on turning their season 
around and taking the game to the in-form 
Warriors. “We'll be looking to get all three 
points,” 

“If we were to take a single point, given 
our current situation, given the quality of 
the opposition, then we’d take that too.” 

And the captain issued a call to arms 
to all Zebras fans to get to tonight’s match 
and right behind the club as it battles for 
on-field and off-field survival. 

“There’s no doubt that there would be 
some pretty disillusioned supporters of our 
club out there at the moment. But we need 
them to stick by us.” 

“We’re sure that they will. We’ll be 
doing everything in our power to turn our 
fortunes around as soon as we can,” 

“We need them there to help us do 
that.” 


By Chris Aloi 
Photo by Daniel Flis 


AUSTRALIA 


The junior pathway to football success 


For a FREE TRIAL Call 9525 5844 
or email pfaa@pfaaustralia.com 


Experience our advanced training 
techniques from Europe's top academies 


PFA Australia 
www.pfaaustralia.com 
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Pascse Vale Sperts Stere 


FOR EVERYTHING SOCCER GET INTO 
PASCOE VALE SPORTS STORE 


Ss 


s ea 


Extensive range of boots Quality Goalkeeper Gloves, 
Soccer Jerseys, pants etc 

Training Equipment Balls 

Trophies Club Wear 


Telephone 


9354 2791 


Email: risports@optusnet.com.au 


403A Bell Street 
Pascoe Vale South 
VIC 3044 


RIVER PLATE FOOTBALL ACADEMY 
AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 
Official branch of CA River Plate FC 
“The Giants of South American Football” 
For enquiries contact: 
Daniel Santomil 
0411 517 479 


“By Far The 
Greatest” 


www.riverplateaustralia.com 
riverplateaustralia@hotmail.com 
School Holiday Camps - School Clinics 


All year round Skill Programs - Overseas Trips 
Player Management Services - Sports Medicine Support 


Iecije #7 


<¥ al: Real Madrid v Eintracht Frankfurt BLAST FROM THE PAST 


THE GREATEST GAME OF ALL 


Football Mastery Conqueres Europe and Mesmerises The Masses 


In any list of the greatest games of Asso- 
ciation Football (soccer) ever played the 
1960 European Cup Final between Real 
Madrid and Eintracht Frankfurt would 
normally rank number one, deserving the 
title of the greatest game of all. 

Picture the scene at Hampden Park, Glasgow, 
the second largest stadium in the world, filled to 
capacity with 135,000 fans, by far the biggest 
crowd to attend a European final. At least that is 
what the official record states, but going into the 
ground as a nineteen year old, I saw five pound 
notes slapped down on the turnstiles as ticket- : 
less fans struggled to get in, and youngsters were - —— 
lifted over, or crawled under the barriers. , 

Real Madrid, the team of Santiago Bernabeu 
and the Spanish dictator Francisco Franco, had 
won the first four European Cup finals in succes- 
sion in a competition dreamed up by the French- 
man Gabriel Hanot. Their all white uniform was 
known everywhere and they had a cosmopolitan 
team which included the incomparable Argentin- 
ian Alfredo di Stefano, the defensive rock of the 
Uruguayan Jose Santamaria, the Hungarian mae- 
stro with the blistering left foot Ferenc Puskas, 
and the electrifying Spanish winger Francisco 
“Paco” Gento. 

Eintracht Frankfurt were no mugs. In the two-leg 
semi-final of the tournament they had thrashed 
the pride of Scotland, Glasgow Rangers, by 
twelve goals to four. They had not come to 
Glasgow to make up the numbers. Indeed after 

a shaky opening by both teams in which some 
elementary errors were made it was the Germans 
who scored first, through Kress from a pass by 
Stein. 

Looking back it was a terrible mistake, for it 
awoke the Real genius, as de Stefano dropped 
deeper into his own half to pick up the ball and 
spray passes to his lethal front runners, Gento, 
Puskas, Canario and Del Sol. Then he would lope 
forward, or so it seemed, but he covered ground 
like a gazelle, to be on the end of moves which 
he started only a moment before. Both he and 
Puskas were to score hat-tricks, Puskas actually Vi Cott 8 ee ; ¥. 1 
got four, in what ended in a seven-three victory . ak? J writ 
to the men in white. Each goal is still etched in 
the memory, but just as clear are the stunning 
trickery of Gento on the wing, and the sweeping 
one-touch passing that carried the ball through 
the German defence with mesmerising precision. 

The crowd which came expecting brilliance, 
was initially stunned into respectful incredulity, 
but then became caught up in the magic of the 
balmy May evening and began to roar their ap- 
preciation. No Scottish national team has ever 
had such a reception. And yet apart from the 
referee there was not a single Scot on the pitch. 

Afterwards the majority of the crowd stayed in 
the ground for more than an hour following the 
conclusion of the game and the laps of honour by 
both teams, an unheard of thing before or since. 
They, like me, were marvelling in what they 
had seen, a completely new conception of what 
was possible in this beautiful game. When we 
finally left, I came out of the ground horizontally, 
precariously balanced on the heads and shoulders. + Puskas celebrates Real’s fourth goal. 
of a surging mass of fans most of whom were 
in a trance. I did not watch a soccer match for a 
year after that, having seen the ultimate peak of 
perfection and having memories I did not wish to 
tarnish by false comparisons. 

Aficionados can still recapture the highlights 
of the game in a grainy BBC video complete with 
commentary by Kenneth Wolstenholme, but for 
me the most impressive media output that night 
was the “runner” compiled by Hugh MclIlvanney 
and reprinted as the opening chapter of his book 
Mcllvanney on Football. 

A “runner” is an article written while the game 
is taking place and fired off to the sub-editors 
within minutes of its conclusion. It is a diffi- 
cult task at any time, as I can vouch for, having 
done one from the Pontiac Silver Dome for the 
London Daily Telegraph during the World Cup by/ Hay) 
in the United States in 1994. McIlvanney’s piece Photos sourced by Roy Hay 
still captures some of the special qualities of that 
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European Cup Final 1960 


Real Madrid 7 —3 Eintracht Frankfurt 
Di Stéfano 27’ 30’ 73’ Kress 18 
Puskas 46’ 56’ 60’ 71’ Stein 72’ 75’ 


game but the most moving passage concerns the 
occasion: 

“The strange emotionalism that overcame the 
huge crowd as the triumphant Madrid team cir- 
cled the field at the end, carrying the trophy they 
have monopolised since its inception, showed 
that they had not simply been entertained. They 
had been moved by the experience of seeing a 
sport played to its ultimate standards. Similarly 
their tributes to Eintracht, a team whose quality 
deserved better than the role of heroic losers, 
contained a reverence for something Scotland 
cannot equal.” 

It was as he said, and I was a very small part of 
it. 


Hampden Park, Glasgow, 13th May 1960 
Attendance: 135,000 
Referee: John Mowat 


REAL MADRID: 

GK 1 Rogelio Dominguez , RB 2 Marquitos, CD 

5 José Santamaria, LB 3 Pachin, MF 4 José Maria 
Vidal, MF 6 José Maria Zarraga (c), RW 7 Canario, 
FW 8 Luis del Sol, FW9 Alfredo Di Stéfano, FW 10 
Ferenc Puskas, LW 11 Francisco Gento. Manager: 
Miguel Mufioz 


EINTRACHT FRANKFURT: 

GK 1 Egon Loy, DF 2 Friedel Lutz, DF 3 Hermann 
Héfer, MF 4 Hans Weilbacher, DF 5 Hans-Walter 
Eigenbrodt, MF 6 Dieter Stinka, FW7 Richard Kress, 
FW 8 Dieter Lindner, FW 9 Erwin Stein, FW 10 Alfred 
Pfaff (c), FW 11 Erich Meier .Manager: Paul ORwald 


Di Stefano and Puskas. 


SOCCER SIDESHOW 


COUCH 


POTATO 


This week’s football 
television & radio listings. 


The Victorian 
Football Show 
Every Wednesday C31 8pm 


The Green Gully 
Football Show 
Every Saturday C31 10.30am 


1) (SPORTS 


ASIAN CHAMPIONS LEAGUE - Matchday No 2 
Tues Apr 7 Nagoya v Newcastle 8.00 pm Fox Sports 3 
Wed Apr 8 Central Coast v Kawasaki 7.30 pm Fox 
Sports 3 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

Sat Apr 11 Liverpool v Blackburn 9.40 pm Fox Sports 3 
Sat Apr 11 Sunderland v Man United 11.55 pm Fox 
Sports 3 

Sat Apr 11 Chelsea v Bolton 11.55 pm Viewers Choice 
Sat Apr 11 Middlesbrough v Hull 11.55 pm viewers choice 
Sat Apr 11 Tottenham v West Ham 11.55 pm viewers choice 
Sat Apr 11 Wigan v Arsenal 11.55 pm Viewers Choice 
Sun Apr 12 Stoke v Newcastle 2.10 am Fox Sports 3 
Sun Apr 12 Aston Villa v Everton 10.55 pm Fox Sports 1 
Mon Apr 13 Man City v Fulham 1.05 am Fox Sports 1 


COCA-COLA CHAMPIONSHIP 

Tues Apr 7 Birmingham v Wolves 4.30 am Fox Sports 2 
Sat Apr 11 Wolves v Southampton 12.00 am Fox Sports 1 
Sat Apr 11 Reading v Sheffield United 2.30 am Fox 
Sports 1 


SETANTA 
SPORTS 


Monday 6th April 

4:30am Serie A Udinese vs Inter LIVE 
5:00am Ligue 1 Caen vs Toulouse 

11:30pm MUTV:EPL Man Utd vs Aston Villa 


Tuesday 7th April 

1:30am Russian Premier League Lokomotiv vs 
Krylia Sovetov 

4:30am Blue Square Premier Burton Albion vs 
Torquay Utd LIVE 

11:55pm Chelsea TV: EPL Newcastle vs Chelsea 


Thursday 9th April 

3:45am SPL St Mirren vs Rangers LIVE 

10:45am Copa Libertadores Estudiantes vs Cruzerio 
LIVE 


Friday 10th April 

1:15pm Barca TV: UCL Barcelona vs Bayern 
Munich 

3:00pm MUTV: UCL Man Utd vs Porto 

11:00pm Chelsea TV: UCL Liverpool vs Chelsea 


Saturday 11th April 

2:00am Setanta Shield Final Forest Green vs 
Telford 

4:30am Eredivisie NAC vs AZ LIVE 

8:30pm SPL Hearts vs Celtic LIVE 

11:55pm SPL Rangers vs Motherwell LIVE 


Sunday 12th April 

3:45pm Serie A Chievo vs AC Milan 

6:15pm Russian Premier League FC Moscow vs 
Spartak Moscow 

8:00pm Russian Premier League CSKA Moscow vs 
Lokomotiv Moscow LIVE 

10:30pm Eredivisie Feyenoord vs Heracles LIVE 


Monday 13th April 

1:00am Bundesliga Stuttgart vs Hamburg LIVE 
3:15am Ligue 1 Rennes vs St Etienne 

5:00am Ligue 1 Lyon vs Monaco LIVE 

8:30pm MUTV: EPL Sunderland vs Man Utd 
11:30pm Blue Square Premier League Barrow vs 
York LIVE 

4:00am SPL St. Mirren vs Hibernian LIVE 
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A Little Bit of This That And The Other Dept. 


J 


The River Plate Football Academy Australia 
invites all players between 7 to 16 years of age 
to join our upcoming coaching programs: 


Autumn Coaching program: 
South/Eastern Suburbs: 
Start 21st March till 13th June 
North/ Western Suburbs: 
Start 10th April till 3rd July 
Term Fees: $450 per term of 12 weeks (conditions apply) 


School Holiday Clinics: 
For 7 to 13 years old, 
Southern Region: 
Lois Twohig Res, Dandenong North 
3 days, Mon 6th April to Wed 8th April 9am untill 1pm 


Eastern Region: 

Parkhill Primary School, 
Parkhill Drive, Ashwood 
Tues 14th April to Thurs 16th April 
9am until 1pm 
Clinic fees: $150 for the 3 days. 


Players enrolling in the Autumn Program will receive a %50 
OFF the 3 day school holiday clinic.(condition Apply) 
Please Note that Indoor and outdoor boots are required for 
all clinics and programs. 

Players are encouraged to bring own lunch and drinks. 
Some food and drinks will be available ... 


For Enquiries Email: 
www.riverplateaustralia@hotmail.com 


For Enrolment, Send the complete form with an attached 
cheque made to: River Plate Oceania Inc, to POBox 79 
Olinda, Victoria 3788 
www.riverplateaustralia.com 


PFA Australia 
Easter Clinics 


Join UK Academy Coach (UFEA recognised) 
and development specialist 
Lee Waddington for our Easter clinics. 


Dates: April 6th & 7th 
Venue: Glenroy, Melbourne 
ONLY OPEN TO PFAA ACADEMY PLAYERS 


Dates: April 8th & 9th 
Venue: Glenroy, Melbourne 
Open to all players aged between 7 —17 years old 


Dates: April 14th & 15th 
Venue: Cranbourne, Melbourne 
Availability: bookings being taken now 
Open to all players aged between 13-17 years old 


Dates: April 16th & 17th 
Venue: Brighton, Melbourne 
Open to players aged between 7-17 years old 


Register for all camps by emailing 
pfaa@pfaauastralia.com 


Check out www.pfaaustralia.com for more details 
or call 03 9525 5844 


WAG OF THE WEEK 


Radka Kocurova Age: 25 
Insignificant other: Arsenal Left Midfielder, Tomas Rosicky 


PEDRO’S PIT . 


AuthentGie l&alian Piz2d 


THE PORT MELBOURNE SOCCER CLUB 
“SHARKS” 
Celebrating 40 years 
“We will always fight on” 


Play The World Game 
@The Best Club In Melbourne 


We are looking for players of all ages 


Small Sided Football 
5 to 8 Year Old — “Shark Bites” 
Just Fun, Fun, Fun Starts Wed 4th March 6pm 


Girls, Girls, Girls -Ages 11 to 16 
Wednesdays 6pm 


Boys U10, U12, U14, U16, U18 
Come And Play On The Best ground In Melb 
All Teams Have Payed Qualified Coaches 


U10- Wednesdays 6pm 
U12 — Thursdays 5.30pm 
U14 — Tuesday — Thursdays 6pm 
U16 — Thursdays 6pm 
U 18 — Tuesday — Thursdays 6.30pm 


Special Offer for Boys U18 
Unbelievable never to be repeated 
FEES ONLY $270 
Why Pay More - Don’t Miss Out 
Only A Few Places Left Join Now!! 


CLUB PHONE — 96451408 
All enquiries for Juniors are to go through 
Vicki Matzakof — 0401556953 
Vic2005optusnet.com.au 


Nicki Zapantis — 0402237408 
nicki@koko.com.au 


FOOTBALL 
QUOTES 


‘| was in Moldova airport and | went into 
the duty-free shop - and there wasn’t a 
duty-free shop.’ - ANDY GRAY 


‘I’ve got a gut feeling in my stomach...’ 
- ALAN SUGAR 


‘Football today, it’s like a game of chess. 
It’s all about money’ 
- NEWCASTLE UNITED FAN 


‘Tomorrow, the whole of Newcastle vs 
Manchester United.’ - IAN PAYNE 


‘He has now got a scapegoat to hang 
his hat on.’ - FRANCIS LEE 


‘Many clubs have a question mark in 
the shape of an axe-head hanging over 
them’ - MALCOLM MacDONALD 


‘Obviously on paper, it’s a very good 
game. Do you think, in theory, it'll be 
one?’ - ANDREW GIDDLEY 


‘More football later,but first let’s see the 
goals from the Scottish Cup final.’ 
- DES LYNAM 


‘The immortal Jackie Milburn died to- 
day.’ - CLIFF MORGAN 


‘And now the goals from Carrow Road, 
where the game finished 0-0.’ 
- ELTON WELSBY 


327 Bay Street, Port Melbourne Tel: 9646 4110 


2 LARGE TRADITIONAL 
PIZZAS DELIVERED 
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SUPER TUESDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 
LARGE TRADITIONAL PICK UP 10 
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Issue #7 


Issue #/ 


The Story So Far...Part 1 


(Adelaide United - Australia) 
(Middlesborough - England) 
(JEF United - Japan) 
(Queensland Roar - Aust) 
(Melb Victory - Aust) 
(Hamilton Acad - Scot) 
(FC Lyn - Norway) 
(Newcastle Jets - Australia) 
(Hartlepool - England) 
(Adelaide United - Aust) 


(Central Coast Mariners - Aust) 


(Queensland Roar - Australia) 
(Universitatea Craiova - Romania) 


(Leeds United - England) 
(Adelaide United - Australia) 
(Universitatea Craiova - Romania) 


(Hajduk Split - Croatia) 


Crystal Palace - England (Championship) 


One of the most gifted footballers this country has produced in recent times, Nick Carle plays 
the game with a flair and exuberance which typifies his South American heritage. As skilled as 
any player in this selection, Carle has finally found himself a home in European football, quite 
surprisingly in the frantic rough and tumble of the English Championship. His form at Crystal 
Palace this season has been superb, with over thirty appearances to his name and some crucial 
goals as well. His manager at Palace, Neil Warnock, rates him highly, which is more than can 
be said for Pim Verbeek, who has been publicly critical of Carle’s decision to remain at the 
Championship club. If Verbeek’s comments are part of a cunning scheme to help improve 
Carle as a footballer, that is still a point for debate, as he has yet to call him into a Socceroos 
squad since his post-season transfer. However, Carle’s form is undeniable, and his ability to 
maintain a place in the Palace first team is a clear indication that he has improved both his 
defensive skills and fitness. 


US Palermo - 
Italy (Serie A) 


Mark Bresciano has re- 
turned to some of the best 
form of his career, once 
again reclaiming his posi- 
tion as an integral member 
of the Socceroos midfield. 
A brilliant display against 
Uzbekistan mid-week was 
the culmination of a strong 
season for Palermo, where 
despite some niggling inju- 
ries, he has made 22 starts 
for 4 goals. A far cry from 
twelve months ago, when 

a transfer to Manchester 
City was scuppered by the 
Sicilian club, and Bresciano 
was left bewildered and somewhat deflated with life in Italy. With that turbulent period behind 
him, Bresciano has been critical in Australia’s qualifying run, his first touch and ability to link 
well with the attacking line making him a difficult opponent to mark. He will be in his abso- 
lute prime come South Africa, and will be hoping to put the disappointment of Germany and 
the Asian Cup behind him, where he failed to perform to his own high standards. 


PSV Eindhoven - Netherlands (Eredivisie) 


Given the path that FFA has followed in recent times, it would be reasonable to expect that the 
model Australian footballer will be cut in the image of Jason Culina - athletic, mobile, adapt- 
able and intelligent. Versatility is the highlight of Culina’s high-tempo game, having played 

in a multitude of positions with PSV. He has excelled as an International in a holding midfield 
role alongside the likes of Vince Grella and Carl Valeri, and his passing and distribution are a 
hallmark of some stellar performances. He will return to the A-League in his prime, and Gold 
Coast United will benefit from a class footballer who has spent eleven seasons playing top 
level football in Holland and Europe. Verbeek will observe his progress with a keen eye, no 
doubt keen to ensure that one of his favourite charges maintains the high level of performance 
we have come to expect. 


(Melbourne Victory - Aust) 


(Melbourne Victory - Australia) 


(Perth Glory - Australia) 


is an appropriate time to conclude the countdown of the nation’s best 50 

players — with a thorough examination of the credentials of this week’s Top 
10. No doubt, most, if not all, will play a critical part in determining just how long 
Australia’s stay will be in South Africa. 


W: the Socceroos a solitary point away from World Cup Qualification, it 


This week, | also nominate who has been ‘Missing in Action’, the players that didn’t 
quite step onto the pitch often enough in the past twelve months to warrant selec- 
tion. For some, injury has dealt a cruel hand. Others have simply fallen down the 
pecking order at their clubs. Whatever the reason, they would have almost certainly 
secured a spot in this selection with enough appearances on the teamsheet. 


There are some great players who have largely gone walkabout in the past twelve 
months, some even appeared on the pitch in Wednesday night’s victory over Uzbeki- 
stan (Michael Beauchamp) and formed a substantial part of Pim Verbeek’s assembled 
squad (David Carney, Mile Sterjovski and Jacob Burns). But two stand out above all, 
one an unqualified legend of the sport, the other with the potential to have a signifi- 
cant impact. 

For Mark Viduka, the stress of playing at such a high level for so many years ap- 
pears to have finally taken its toll on his body. He injured his Achilles tendon against 


Chelsea at the end of the last EPL campaign, and endured a six-month layoff before 
returning against his former club Middlesbrough in November. However, he has man- 
aged just six matches this season (largely as a substitute), and has sustained further 
injuries which have hampered his battle to get on the pitch. Alan Shearer is still 
hopeful that the striker can play some role in Newcastle’s fight against relegation, 


FC Dinamo Moscow - Russia (Premier League) 


Luke Wilkshire has come such a long way in his development as a footballer that he is more 
or less now the first person picked on a Socceroos teamsheet. Guus Hiddink earmarked Wilk- 
shire for great things when he took him on as a project player during his time at the Socceroos 
helm, and he surprised many a pundit when he took the field against Japan in Australia’s first 
World Cup clash in Germany. Blessed with pace and a tremendous right foot, he has primar- 
ily been deployed in a wide role as an International, initially as a midfielder, and lately as a 
versatile wing back or right back. His crossing has been a feature of his play, as Josh Kennedy 
and Scott Chipperfield will testify. After two exceptional seasons in Holland, Wilkshire be- 
came the first Australian to play in the Russian Premier League when he signed with Dinamo 
Moscow and he has slotted into the first team with gratuitous ease. 


West Ham United - England (Premier League) 


Lucas Neill has become the key central defender in Australia’s national team ever since Guus 
Hiddink took the unprecedented move in playing him there in 2005. Captain of both the 
Socceroos and West Ham United, Neill’s durability has been a feature of his career, recently 
notching up his 400th senior career match in England to add to his almost 50 caps for Aus- 
tralia. His success is largely due to a determined and committed style of play, typical of the 
best defenders in the EPL, of which he can have just cause to claim. He has been a pillar of 
strength in the Socceroos’ road to the World Cup, linking up well with a number of defenders 
as Australia searches for its ideal central pairing. His crowning glory will come when he leads 
his country in South Africa, a remarkable achievement for someone in only his second World 
Cup qualifying campaign. 


Glasgow Celtic - Scot- 
land (Premier League) 


With 16 goals in all competitions this sea- 
son, Scott McDonald is currently Australia’s 
most heralded and prolific striker in Europe. 
After a slow start to the season where he 
appeared out of shape and in danger of los- 
ing his place in the Celtic starting eleven, 
McDonald has established himself once 
again as the premier striker in Scotland. His 
European highlight came when he scored 

a crafty goal against Manchester United in 
a 1-1 draw at Celtic Park in November, an 
illustration that his ability is equally effec- 
tive on the continent. He has yet to score 

in eleven internationals for his country, but 
was inspired in a friendly against South Af- 
rica late last year, and performed admirably 
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but returning to full fitness is Mark’s first hss 
priority before he can even contemplate as 


performing in the world’s best competition. 
Viduka may see the World Cup as the key 
motivation to continue his football in Europe, 
but he must surely consider whether a return 
to Australia (as Craig Moore has found), will 
provide him with the opportunity to extend 
his playing career. 


Anointed as the chosen one by many 
football pundits, Matthew Spiranovic is a 
precocious talent, however, limited senior 
club experience and now injury have 


curtailed his football development. After 


making his full international debut with an impressive display against China in June, 
he performed well for Australia at the Olympics in Beijing, and returned to Nurnberg 
full of confidence despite missing the early part of the season due to international 
commitments. He quickly reclaimed his starting position, playing eight consecutive 
matches before rupturing an ankle tendon in December. He has been recovering on 
the sidelines ever since, and appears certain to sit out the remainder of the Bundes- 
liga season. Spiranovic will be battling a race against time to be considered for the 
World Cup in 2010, but a return to consistent first team football may see the Geelong 
born defender not only book his ticket, but position himself alongside captain Lucas 
Neill in the starting eleven. 


in an isolated role on Wednesday against Uzbekistan, where his touch put through Bresciano 
for what appeared to be a certain goal. His international goal will come soon enough, and 
defences around the globe may well rue that day when it finally does. 
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Weekly 
Galatasaray - Turkey (Super Lig) 


When Harry Kewell’s contract with Liverpool came to an end last season, his next move 
would always be heavily scrutinised. Despite being one of the finest clubs on the European 
continent, Galatasaray was considered an obscure choice. However, the Turkish giants have 
offered Kewell 
the chance to 
resurrect his 
flailing club 
career, and he 
has grabbed 

it with open 
arms. With 10 
goals from 26 
starts across 
all competi- 
tions, Kewell 
has produced 
some of his 
best form, not 
seen since his first season with the Reds. His long range strike in the UEFA Cup in February 
was a return to the Harry of old, and he has established himself as one of the on-field leaders 
in a Socceroos outfit which has benefited from his return. On his day, he can still wreak havoc 
upon any defence, and although he may have lost some of his pace, Kewell has added a tacti- 
cal awareness to his superb skill which make him as dangerous as ever. 


Blackburn Rovers - England (Premier League) 


It says a lot for the career-best form that Brett Emerton was in that he is able to command 
such a high place among Australia’s football elite. After all, he tore his anterior-cruciate liga- 
ment on the last day of January, which may possibly see him out well into the next EPL sea- 
son. Often labelled the fittest Australian footballer to ever pull on the green-and-gold jersey, 
Emerton’s game is typified by a quick, direct and uncompromisingly aggressive style of play. 
Mark Hughes has often lauded praise on Emerton, and he was in especially fine form with 
Blackburn Rovers prior to his knee injury. He was equally brilliant for the Socceroos, where a 
return to the midfield reaped immediate dividends. With two goals and an assist against Qatar 
in Brisbane, his combination with Luke Wilkshire in that game and away to Uzbekistan is an 
illustration of how vital he is to the Socceroos’ chances. Australia will breathe easier when 
Emerton takes those first tentative steps back onto the field of play. 


Missing In Action... 


(Newcastle United - England) 
(FC Nurnberg - Germany) 


(Unirea Urziceni - Romania) 
(AC Milan - Italy) 
(AEK Athens - Greece) 
(Norwich City - England) 
(Dundee United - Scot) 


(Aalborg BK - Denmark) 
(Derby - England) 
(Norwich City - England) 


Z The Story So Far...Part 2 


11 - (Gresseto - Italy) 21 - (Genclerbirligi - Turkey) 
12 - (Sivasspor - Turkey) 22 - (Colchester United - England) 
(Hull City - England) 23 - (Melb Victory - Australia) 
(Queensland Roar - Aust) 24 - (Reading - England) 
(FC Basel - Switz) 25 - (Genclerbirligi - Turkey) 
(Blackburn Rovers - England) 26 - (Kilmarnock - Scotland) 
(Genclerbirligi - Turkey) 27- (Incheon United - South Korea) 
(Karlsruhe - Germany) 28 - (Beijing Guoan - China) 
(AZ Alkmaar - Netherlands) 29 - (FC Twente - Holland) 


—- 


~# 


(Adelaide United - Aust) (Beijing Guoan - China) 


Fulham - England 
(Premier League) 


As the oldest player in this selec- 
tion, Mark Schwarzer continues to 
stand tall as one of the EPL’s finest 
goalkeepers. His form for Fulham 
in his first season at the club has 
been outstanding, a major factor 

in the club pushing for a UEFA 
Cup spot. His performance most 
recently against Manchester United 
illustrated how fine a shot stopper 
he is, and there are no signs of letting up from the evergreen custodian. He has been Austra- 
lia’s best performed player in the final phase of World Cup qualification, keeping a clean sheet 
in all five competitive matches. He was particularly outstanding against Japan in February, 
and will be a key factor in Australia’s performances in South Africa. The longest serving Soc- 
ceroo in our proud history, Schwarzer continues to deliver the goods at the highest level. 


PHOMOSIGEORRNONES 


Everton - England (Premier League) 


Was there every any doubt? As the key playmaker at Everton, Tim Cahill possesses an 
outstanding goal scoring record for the club (almost a goal every three games) and recently 
scored his 100th career goal in England, an amazing feat for a midfielder at any level. An 
energetic and tireless worker, Cahill reads the play exceptionally well and has the uncanny 
skill of finding space at the most opportune time. Combine this with a superb aerial ability and 
Cahill is widely regarded as one of the finest players in the EPL. As a Socceroo, he continues 
to score goals at crucial stages, opening Australia’s final phase with a strike against Qatar. 
Despite niggling injuries which have hampered his career of late, he is clearly Australia’s best 
player at this point in time, and a wonderful ambassador for the sport and his country. 
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SIT.COM 

You feel it. 

The sweat is mingled with the Deep Heat 
that was rubbed liberally into your ham- 
mies before the game. 

Hell, you made sure that you got there an 
extra half hour before you were supposed 
to be there. 

The other lads cruised on in late, expecting 
to be pampered without a regard, but that’s 
beside the point. 

The point is, you got there early. 

You understood the significance. 
Somehow, during the week afore, the day 
dawned upon you like a morning star and 
you knew, you understood beyond reckon- 
ing, that this game, was above and beyond 
all games. 

This one mattered. 

This one was going to define who YOU 
were. 

Who you are. 


You ran. 

You directed. 

You encouraged. 

You enabled. 

You took the bull by his pointy horns and 
dragged him to the ground. 

You were all you are supposed to be. 


Yet the score did not reflect that it the 
slightest. 

Not just that, but the plebs around you 
walked around expecting you to to do just 
that. 

Weep. 


Saints March Over White 


Eagles 
Springvale White Eagles slumped to its 
second home defeat of the State league 
Division One season losing 1-3 to arch 
rival St Albans Saints on Saturday. 
The Saints scored two unanswered goals 
in the final 15 minutes to dash the Eagles’ 
hopes following their promising start to the 
match. 
New Springvale signing, striker Koray Suat, 
punished a moment of hesitation in the 
Saints’ defence to score the opening goal of 
the match after just nine minutes. 
The Saints struck back immediately when 
midfield playmaker Tomi Razov, reacted 
quickest to a rebound from a Josip Loncaric 
shot to tap in from close range. 
The rest of the first half produced few fur- 
ther chances at either end, with the visitors 
shading it in terms of their approach play. 


We specialise in: 
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ACE 


Dream. 

Hope. 

But in the end for them, it was a figure, not 
a sum of the parts. 


They call you old. 

They tell you that you’re a veteran. 

You have experience. 

But you know it’s more than what words 
can designate. Its an elipsis. 

You could never expect them to under- 
stand. 


The Saints applied further pressure in the 
second half, looking the more purposeful 
in attack and creating the better chances of 
the half, whilst the Eagles rarely troubled St 
Albans keeper Stjepan Gal. 

The decisive moment arrived in the 77th 
minutes when a Tomi Razov free kick from 
the right flank, deceived the Eagles defence 
including keeper Christian Morales and 
lobbed into the back of the net, for Razov’s 
second of the match. 

As the Eagles pushed for a desperate equal- 
izer, Saints sub Ivan Mioc ensured the three 
points for his team when his shot from 
outside the box, beat the hapless Morales 
via a deflection. 

White Eagles coach Stan Webster lamented 
after the match, “ The second goal killed 
us. It’s very disappointing. I thought we 
were well in the game, just a stupid second 
goal...I think we’re a much better team 


<eveal the Beauty Within... 


jalising in the removal of all tattoos. Whether big, small, dark or multi-coloured, your tattoo can be fully rei iat or even 
htened in the quickest, safest and affordable way, by using our latest state of the art, walk-in, walk-out laser technologies. 


Acne, Stretch Marks, Scar Reduction 
Anti-wrinkle injections & Non-surgical face lift 


Skin Tightening and Firming 


Laser tattoo Removal (All colours) 
Laser Hair Removal (Any skin or hair colour) 
Spider Veins and Skin Pigmentation Removal 


Mollycoddled and spoonfed, unbroken and 
abstract....the young ones have no loyalty 
to anyone, especially if they can’t spell. 


No amount of encouragement will make 
them hunger. 

No amount of experience will make them 
desire for greater things. 

No, give me what I can’t comprehend, and 
I'll figure it out when I’m broken, bat- 
terd, bruised, bleeding....a little fish in a 
big pond has no consequence, becasue my 
mama will still cook me my favorite food, 
and papa will pay for my car. 


Call this a whinge brother, you got no idea 
what a whinge is. 

Give me a 2 minute break, so I can slap the 
taste out of the mouth of the next genera- 
tion and title it heavyweight, without being 
sued. 


DEMOGRAPHICS 

It wouldn’t fase me if anyone was invited 
to a thousand dollar banquet, just as long as 
there was someone to attend the cubicles, 
and flush the dunnies after a bog. Seri- 
ously, if I had a buck for any per chance 

I went for a dignified slash, and entered a 
dunny, and one of the faithful few maggots 
thought it was a hoot to drop a load aka 
Hiroshima, with shits and giggles, just to 
let you know that life was not plums and 
berries. Cucumbers and KY Jelly. Straw- 
berries and cream. 


I wish I was back in Melbourne town for a 


than last year. The results 
haven’t showed that yet.” 
St Albans Saints coach 
Kruni Razov commented 
after the match, “ I didn’t 
think we got out of third 
gear in the first half and 
even in the second half 

I don’t think we hit our 
straps. It was a scrappy 
game. First game of the 
season for us. You take 

a win especially coming 
round here. It’s not easy to 
get anything around here 
so we're delighted.” 


Simon Webster (SWE) goes down in 
this battle against Goran Jozeljic (St 


Albans) 


1 Hour, 1 session Teeth Whitening 


With Mike Lilikakis 


Marmite spread after a game, where a fes- 
tive shpritz was cathardically bemused by 
a used by date as a result of too many hack 
nacho’s and diseased cabbage rolls. But, 
alas, the boys who whine to me about such 
things have to get used to these things. 

The song will forever, remain the same. 
Play it again, Sam...and leave the spices till 
the encore. 


GANGAGANG 

Yeah, just try and try and say that when 
your sober. 

The 80’s generation know how to what to 
when the why on the chain pachang, but I 
appreciate that I have to shpiel to the con- 
fucious matters without a Domino’s part 
night favor. 

Y’know, I ‘m not gonna bother. 

I just flipped my phone and it died hard 
without Bruce Willis firing a shot, and I 
ain’t happy. So therefore, stick it in yer 
pipe if you know what a pipe is master 
Cypress, and see you on the Hill. 


Fed Inkum. 
Foo Off. 
No Fighters required. 


SPOR 

POQG 

XXX 

ya pack of muppets 


Tsigan and Kermit Conspiracy.com 


By George Stogiannou 
Div One Match Report 


(Australian 


Achiever 


(1300 566 546) 


INSTANT LASER CLINIC Level 6, Suite 607, 1 Princess St., Kew 


p16 


Monday 6th April 2009 Issue #7 


Australia need just one point from their 
last three World Cup Qualifiers to reach 
the finals. Not even Peter Hore could pull 
the net down in all three to bring about 
our downfall, so off to South Africa we 
will go. 

Time to take away the qualifiers from 
cities where it rains whenever they have 
a game and haven’t countered this prob- 
lem by building a venue with a roof over 
the pitch. The FFA should be looking to 
maximise attendances, which surely means 
playing all games in Melbourne. 

Channel Nine have picked up the 
FNSW Football Stars of Tomorrow show, 
which in the past has been featured on SBS 
television. The show includes highlights 
from the NSW Premier League. No word 
on the network approaching Ross Alatsas 
yet. 

Daylight saving has ended, which is 
great because the EPL matches on Foxtel 
will be kicking off at midnight rather than 
2 a.m. again. The title race is still alive, 
Liverpool making their fans sweat by wait- 


Gas Bagging Dept. 


ing until the final minutes to score against 
Fulham to go to the top of the table, though 
Manchester United have games in hand. 

The Geordie Messiah, Alan Shearer, 
has taken over at Newcastle United for the 
last eight games. Starting with a 0-2 loss to 
Chelsea, the only promised land he may be 
able to lead them to could be the Champi- 
onship division. 

Financial difficulties for Adelaide Unit- 
ed and Queensland Roar have emerged. 
Maybe the pissant town of Adelaide is 
not capable of sustaining a professional 
football team. In Queensland it is all about 
a poor stadium deal, the bane of many an 
AFL club. Needing around 15,000 people 
to break even at the venue, the only A- 
League outfit that could make that deal 
profitable would of course be the mighty 
Melbourne Victory. 

If you read the media reports you would 
wonder if the FFA’s strategy for future 
A-League expansion involved waiting for 
wealthy Socceroos to return home and 
found their own clubs. Lucas Neill, Harry 


THE REGULARS 


Another Toon Army Messiah, or just another naughty boy? 


Kewell and Tim Cahill all seem part of 
this strategy. It may have worked for Jomo 
Cosmos, but it just seems a bit far-fetched 
for mine. 

Karol Kisel has signed for Sydney FC. 


Expect them to sign more old Slovak play- 
ers now they have a Slovak coach. Jobs for 
the boys is not just resticted to the Mel- 
bourne clique at Wellington Phoenix and 
the Scottish crew at Victory! 


The Scorer has made his debut for 2009, 
and he has posted the fall of the first 
wicket in the Foxtel Cup. 

Ivan Jolic and the Whittlesea Zebras are 
no longer an item, the search now com- 
mences for a replacement, who will be 
taking on a team sitting at the wrong end 
of the VPL Ladder, with 5 Sad Ends from 5 
Games, and scoring only | goal, whilst col- 
lecting the ball from their own net 11 times. 

Good luck to the replacement, he will 
certainly have his work cut out trying to get 
the Zebras back on track, and avoiding the 
long drive to the Westgate come Season’s 
End. 

Speaking of Coach’s, some have a great 
way with words, especially at Job inter- 
views and for those fortunate enough to 
get a gig somewhere, when describing the 
progress of their teams. 


Some terms that I have heard recently are: 
Work In Progress — The Coach’s defini- 
tion of this is that the team is in the rebuild- 
ing stages and he needs time to make the 
players gel. 

My definition of this is that he has as- 
sembled every pop star mercenary doing 
the rounds and he is waiting to get the chop 
from the Club Powerbrokers when the team 
does not gel. 


Another interesting term that Coach’s have 
used is “Blank Canvas”. 

In Art terms this means that the Artist is 
sitting in front of a blank canvas with brush 
in hand and ready to paint. 
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In Soccer terms it means that the Coach 
has been given an open cheque book by the 
Club Powerbrokers and _ he is busy going 
through his Black Book, to find players 
that he has coached in the past, to come 
and join him at his new Club, where as he 
tells these prospective targets, money is no 
issue. 


Moral of the Story? 


If you are a Club Powerbroker and hear 
your Coach mentioning any of the above 
terms, start searching for a replacement, 
failure is just around the corner! 


Telstra, Optus and all other phone carriers 
that provide International Calls cleaned 
up this week, as Club Powerbrokers were 
making ISD calls to various overseas 
Football Federations, so as to find out the 
progress on International Player Clearances 
for newly arrived overseas players. 

Following on from what I wrote last 
about the delays in obtaining International 
clearances, Katsa decided to do a touch of 
investigative reporting, so as to find out 
what was causing these delays. 

The House of Darebin certainly kept 
their end of the bargain, in that they 
forwarded on the International Clearance 
Forms immediately to Football Australia, 
as these were received. 

Now one would think that Football Aus- 
tralia would be able to provide answers to 
the House of Darebin, who in turn if they 
received these answers, would be able to 


pass on this information to Clubs, who be- 
lieved that these delays were caused from 
the various overseas Football Federations. 


Not so... 


As Football Australia’s handling of these 


enquiries’ this year, gave a new meaning to 


the term “I can’t help you” 

International Clearances were not faxed 
overseas as they were received, and Club 
Powerbrokers needed to call the Overseas 
Football Associations to see if they had 
received these forms, only to be told that 
they hadn’t. 

So as to be fair to Football Australia I 
placed a call to Ben Buckley CEO of Foot- 
ball Australia to find out what was causing 
these delays and if he had any comment 
to make regarding this, but Ben being the 
busy man that he is was tied up in a meet- 
ing. 

In stepped in his Personal Assistant who 
informed me that the Head of Corporate 
and Public Affairs - Bonita Mersiades is 
responsible for making statement to the 
media regarding any Football Australia 
issues. 

Ms Mersiades was also busy, but I was 
assured that she would call me back. 


No appearance Your Worship, I am still to 
hear from her. 


Till next week..... 
This is Katsa — Just as you’ve known him. 
And if you are holding your breath waiting 


for an International Clearance, you will 
shortly be pronounced dead. 


Waiting on a international 
clearance for Mexico’s Juan Dirty 
Sanchez... 


Coach Toll 
Last Year This Year 


0-6 I-6 


Outs - Weeks Outs - Weeks 
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SISTERS TAKE CENTRE STAGE 
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Trimmed WPL Prepares F or New Season 


As the temperature starts to drop, and au- 
tumn takes hold, the female footballers of 
Victoria are readying themselves to reap 
the benefits of a long, hot pre-season, as 
the Women’s Premier League prepares to 
kick off its 2009 competition. 

The WPL is a different beast to last year, with 
the number of teams having been reduced from 
twelve to ten, and a number of the league’s top 
players now restricted into competing in the W- 
league, so it will be interesting to see the effects 
of these changes on the competition. 

Having bounced back last year from the rela- 
tive disappointment of 2007 to secure yet another 
Premiership, Box Hill Inter enters the 2009 sea- 
son as something of an unknown quantity. Whilst 
it will no doubt still be the team to beat, it has 
been affected by the FFV directive regarding 
the Melbourne Victory players, losing midfield 
playmakers Louisa Bisby and Tal Karp, and po- 
tentially also goalkeeper Melissa Barbieri. It will 
also miss club stalwart Daniela Digiammarco, 
who has retired from playing, but it will be bol- 
stered by the return of Katrina Smith, who rejoins 
the club after the demise of Eltham North. While 
Box Hill may have a slightly different look on 
the field, it would be a brave person to suggest 
that the results will be any different, given that 
the occasions on which it has dropped points over 
the recent season have been few and far between. 
Last year was no different, with Inter losing just 
twice on its way to the WPL title. 

Heidelberg United demonstrated its fight- 
ing spirit last season, making its third consecu- 
tive Grand Final appearance, a feat that looked 
extremely unlikely midway through the year. Six 
defeats and a draw in its first twelve matches had 
the then reigning premier looking all but dead 
and buried. But it was a different side in the sec- 
ond half of the season, losing no more games to 
finish the home and away season in fourth. This 
meant a tough route through the finals, as every 
match was a knockout game. United made it all 
the more difficult with a series of extra-time and 
penalty shootout nail-biters, but it still had the 
fight to make it all the way to the Grand Final. 
It, too, has been affected by the loss of players 
to the W-League, with Meghan Archer and Sarah 
Groenewald now no longer available to play for 
Heidelberg. Whilst it will no doubt be looking for 
a less nerve-wracking progression to the finals 
this season, United’s proven ability to dig deep 
when the going gets tough should stand it in good 
stead for the challenges of the season ahead. 

Ashburton again had a stellar season in 2008, 
only to once more fall at the final hurdle as it 
crashed out of contention at the semi-final stage. 
It is also likely to be fielding a number of new 
faces this season, having lost several players to 
the US college system just prior to its finals cam- 
paign, and also Gulcan Koca to the Melbourne 
Victory squad. It has, however, picked up fiery at- 
tacker Peta Lipec from Preston Lions, which will 
bolster its attacking stocks. Ashburton has been 


VICTORY 


Victoria’s best female players have been 
banned from playing in the Womens Pre- 
mier League in 2009 following Football 
Federation of Victoria’s (FFV) decision 
to withdraw Melbourne Victory W-league 
players from the local women’s competi- 
tion. 

This ruling has come as a shock to clubs who 
claim they were not consulted and found out only 
weeks before the 2009 WPL season is due to 
kick-off. 

Goal Weekly! can reveal that an emergency 
meeting has been called by WPL clubs with the 
FFV this Tuesday, to thrash out the various issues 
surrounding this decision prior to the season com- 
mencing in just over a week. 

The FFV has confirmed that WPL clubs will not 
have access to their best players if they have been 
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Box Hill Inter will again be looking to dominate the WPL in Season 2009. 


a fixture in the top echelons of the league for a 
number of years now, but whether it can go on to 
be a serious force in the competition will depend 
on its ability to overcome the finals’ hoodoo that 
has haunted it since the introduction of the format 
to the league. 

Preston Lions enjoyed marked improvement 
in the 2008 season, making the finals comfortably 
and securing a third place finish on the ladder. 
It narrowly missed out on a Grand Final berth, 
eventually losing out on penalties to Heidelberg 
United. It has picked up a number of players dur- 
ing the off-season, with several ex-Keilor players 
joining the club, so the blending of its acquisi- 
tions into the squad will be crucial to its continued 
success. It will, however, be hard hit by the loss 
of 2008 Goalkeeper of the Year, Nabila Saliba, 
as she was a significant contributor to Preston’s 
success. 

Sandringham will be looking to make amends 
for a disappointing 2008 season, which saw it 
miss out on the finals at the last gasp. After a 
strong start to the season, it looked a show-in for 
the finals at the halfway point of the competition, 
only to fade badly in the run in, with just three 
wins in the second half of the year. This led to it 
missing out on the finals on goal difference, and 
with the third lowest number of goals for in the 
league last year, scoring will no doubt have been 
a big pre-season focus at Sandringham. Its strik- 
ing stocks have been boosted by the acquisition of 
Genia Avram from Box Hill, and Keryn Walters 
from Eltham North, both of whom could provide 
some much needed firepower up front. 

Casey Comets will be an interesting prospect 
in 2009, having been in the process of rebuild- 
ing its squad for the last couple of years. With a 


PLAYERS 


selected in the Melbourne Victory team. 

The Melbourne Victory will be entered as an 
National Training Centre (NTC) team in the one 
of the underage boys competitions. 

John Lioupas, coach of Heidelberg United’s 
WPL team, questioned the benefit of such a move 
to the womens football in Victoria. 

“When you take out the core group or the better 
players in the competition the only effect that will 
have is to weaken the standard of the competi- 
tion,” Lioupas said. 

There seems to be an air of arrogance about the 
elite programs and the people that run them at the 
moment and they don’t seem to have the need to 
consult clubs.” 

Other states have not followed Victoria’s lead 
with Football NSW confirming that players from, 
Sydney FC and the Central Coast Mariners, are 


strong stable youth system, Casey has the abil- 
ity to blood players into its WPL ranks at will, 
and when they click, the Comets could prove a 
threat to any team in the competition. While not 
the dominant force it once was, Casey is always 
a tenacious and feisty proposition for any team 
to take on. It will be looking to improve on its 
seventh place finish of last year, and once again 
challenge for finals contention. 

Keilor Park enters the 2009 season as a real 
unknown quantity, having been hard hit by the 
loss of players to rival WPL clubs. In an off-sea- 
son that has not seen much inter club movement, 
much of the movement that has occurred seems 
to have centred around Keilor, and the demise 
of Eltham North. The loss of experienced WPL 
players such as Beejay Alpozgen, Jo Miller and 
Lauren Farrugia could prove costly, and rumours 
abound regarding whether the club will last the 
season. For a club that has been a permanent fix- 
ture in the WPL, it is a sad state of affairs, but 
only time will tell as to whether it can put togeth- 
er the team that is needed to maintain its position 
through 2009. 

Bendigo Vipers is, as always, another unknown 
force, with distance helping to keep its pre-season 
preparations under wraps. The Summer League 
competition will doubtless have been beneficial 
for its preparations, giving many of its players vi- 
tal match fitness in the build up to the season, and 
enabling players to build their understanding with 
their team mates. With the Loddon Mallee U15 
and U17 teams both finishing in the top three of 
their respective Summer League competitions, it 
would suggest that there is a wealth of young tal- 
ent emerging from the region that could be seen 
in this season’s WPL squad. A big loss for the 


Vipers will be Maika Ruyter-Hooley, who is part 
of the Melbourne Victory squad, as she has been 
the talisman of the side for a number of years. 
Whether Bendigo can adequately replace her will 
be crucial to its success this season. 

Having endured a nervous end to the season 
with the uncertainty over the number of teams to 
be relegated, South Melbourne begins the year in 
the WPL, and it will be looking for an improve- 
ment on last year’s tenth place. It provided the 
bulk of the successful Central FC squad that won 
the inaugural Open Women’s Summer League 
competition, but whether that experience can be 
translated into success in the WPL remains to be 
seen. Last year it began and finished the season 
in style, with big wins over regional teams, de- 
feating GSL 6-1 in Round | and Bendigo 5-0 in 
Round 21. It will, however, be looking for much 
greater consistency this season, if it is to improve 
on last season. 

The most recent addition to the WPL, the Gee- 
long Regional Football Association (GRFA), 
only joined the competition in March of this year. 
The surprise collapse of Eltham North, one of last 
year’s finalists, created an opening for one of the 
teams from State League 1| to join the top flight. 
With the SL1 champion, the University of Mel- 
bourne, declining the offer, GRFA had the oppor- 
tunity to return to the league in which it competed 
in 2007. The club will be hoping that its 2009 
campaign proves more successful than its inau- 
gural attempt in the WPL, which yielded just one 
point, and in which GRFA finished eleven points 
adrift at the foot of the ladder. 

The 2009 WPL season gets underway with two 
Gala Nights at DISC. Tuesday 14th April sees 
GRFA take on Box Hill Inter, Heidelberg United 
plays South Melbourne and Bendigo Vipers and 
Preston Lions go head to head. On the Wednes- 
day night, Casey Comets and Ashburton lock 
horns, while Keilor Park and Sandringham meet 
in the night’s other game. All matches kick off 
at 8.30pm, with the exception of the Bendigo vs 
Preston match, which begins at 9pm. 


By Niki Cook 
Photo by John Punshon 


WPL ROUND 1 


GRFA v Box Hill Inter 
DISC - Pitch 2 Tues 14 Apr KO 8:30PM 


Heidelberg Utd v South Melbourne 
DISC - Pitch 3 Tues 14 Apr KO 8:30PM 


Bendigo Vipers v Preston Lions 
DISC - Pitch 1 Tues 14 Apr KO 9:00PM 


Casey Comets v Ashburton 
DISC - Pitch 1 Wed 15 Apr KO 8:30PM 


Keilor Park v Sandringham 
DISC - Pitch 2 Wed 15 Apr KO 8:30PM 


IN WPL WITHDRAW 


playing in their local Womens Premier League 
and Super League competitions. 

Lioupas, who has been a club official for over 
20 years, believes the decision to enter the Mel- 
bourne Victory team in a boy competition sends 
the message that the FFV don’t value the work 
that WPL clubs do. 

“Tts disrespectful toward the work, the hard 
work, that all clubs put into their teams and, the 
actual standard of the competition. 

If that level of competition (WPL) is not con- 
sidered to be a worthwhile competition then why 
are we all bothering?” Lioupas added. 

The Melbourne Victory women are in China 
this week on their first overseas trip but have not 
had the best start losing their first match against 
Tianjin 0-4. 

The team will play another two games in the 


Shanghai International Woman’s Soccer Tourna- 
ment before returning home. 


A victorious John Lioupas in 2007. 


By Emma Field 
Photo by Daniel Flis 
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GREEN MACHINE MAINTAIN THE RAGE 
Saints Open Account, Vale Scale Dizzy Heights 


The Bentleigh Greens have main- 
tained their unbeaten start to sea- 
son 2009 with a 1-0 victory over 
Langwarrin at Kingston Heath Soc- 
cer Complex on Friday night. 

They were lucky to escape with three 
points though, as the visiting side kept the 
Greens scoreless until well into the second 
half, before Bentleigh’s Jacob Quicken- 
den came to his side’s rescue, scoring the 
game’s only goal to secure the win. The 
result means Langwarrin are yet to score a 
point, let alone a goal, for the season, en- 
suring they remain anchored to the bottom 
of the table. 

At White Eagles Stadium on Saturday 
afternoon, St Albans have kicked off their 
season in fine fashion, scoring a 3-1 win 
over the Springvale White Eagles. Both 
sides headed into the break on level terms 
after goals to the Eagles’ Koray Suat and 
the Saints’ Tomi Razov, however it was in 
the second half that the gulf in class be- 
tween the two sides became evident. Af- 
ter Razov’s second goal, St Albans never 
looked back, and a goal to Ivan Mioc was 
all it took to officially put the result beyond 
doubt. Springvale, like Langwarrin, are also 
without a point next to their name after the 
opening two rounds. 

The Frankston Pines have secured their 
first points since being relegated from the 
Premier League last season, drawing 1-1 
with newly-promoted Northcote City at 
Monterey Reserve on Saturday night. Af- 
ter a dour scoreless opening half, the game 
opened up in the second half, with North- 
cote scoring a goal against the run of play. 
The Pines, shocked into action, found an 
equaliser eventually through Andrew Skle- 
dar, allowing the Pines’ faithful to breathe 
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Bentleigh Greens are top of the world after Quickenden scored the win- 
ner against Langwarrin on Friday night. Photo: Darryl Kennedy 


a sigh of relief, in what would have been a 
massive upset. 

Another ex-Foxtel Cup side, the Western 
Suburbs, have not been so lucky though, 
suffering a 2-1 loss at the hands of Clifton 
Hill at Ralph Reserve yesterday. Goals to 
Suburbs’ Thor Khrapko and Clifton Hill’s 
James Kalifatidis ensured neither side held a 
clear-cut advantage heading into the second 
half. After the break, the visitors threatened 
to score repeatedly, before finally finding 
the winner courtesy of Sam Tyrikos. Clif- 
ton Hill climb into third place with the win, 
while Western Suburbs sit in sixth. 


Pascoe Vale, meanwhile, have climbed 
into second place with a 2-0 defeat of the 
Fawkner Blues at CB Smith Reserve. Marco 
Tolli and Frank Serratore scored goals either 
side of half time to seal the three points in a 
clinical performance from the State League 
One newcomers. Fawkner are consigned to 
eighth place with the loss, and there will be 
genuine signs of concern, even at this early 
point in the season. 


By Jeremy O'Neill 
Photos by J.Punshon & D.Kennedy 
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Action from State League Division One as Kruno Stanisic (SWE) challenges St Albans keeper Stjepan Gal. 


Photo: John Punshon 


RESULTS 


Bentleigh Greens 1 (J Quicken- 
den) Langwarrin 0, Springvale 
White Eagles 1 (K Suat) St Al- 
bans Saints 3 (| Mioc T Razov 
2), Frankston Pines 1 (AJ Skle- 
dar) Northcote City 1, Western 
Suburbs 1 (| Khrapko) Clifton 
Hill 2 (J Kalifatidis SG Tyrikos), 
Fawkner Blues 0 Pascoe Vale 
2 (M Tolli F Serratore) 


STANDINGS 


PWODL FA PT 
Bentleigh Greens 2 2 0 0 4 0 6 
Pascoe Vale 2110314 
Clifton Hill 2110324 
StAlbans Saints 1100 3 1 3 
Bulleen Royals 110010 3 
Western Suburbs2 10 1 4 4 3 
Northcote Ciy 2 02 0 2 2 2 
Fawkner Blues 2 0111 3 1 
Frankston Pines 2 0111 4 1 
Southern Stars O 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Langwarrin 200202 0 
Springvale WE 2002 3 6 0 


ROUND 3 


Langwarrin v Northcote City 
Lawton Park Reserve 
Sat 18 Apr KO 3:00PM 


Southern Stars v Bentleigh Greens 
Ross Reserve 
Sat 18 Apr KO 3:00PM 


Clifton Hill v St Albans Saints 
Kevin Bartlett Reserve 
Sat 18 Apr KO 3:00PM 


Pascoe Vale v Western Suburbs 
Hosken Reserve 
Sat 18 Apr KO 3:00PM 


Springvale WE v Bulleen Royals 
White Eagles Stadium 
Sat 18 Apr KO 6:30PM 


Frankston Pines v Fawkner Blues 
Monterey Reserve 
Sat 18 Apr KO 7:00PM 


RESERVES 


Bentleigh Greens 2 Langwarrin 3, 
Springvale White Eagles 2 St Albans 
Saints 1, Frankston Pines 2 Northcote 
City 1, Western Suburbs 1 Clifton Hill 
1, Fawkner Blues 2 Pascoe Vale 0 


PWODL FA PT 
Langwarrin 2200 8 2 6 
Fawkner Blues 2 110 5 3 4 
Western Suburbs2 110 5 4 4 
Bentleigh Greens2 10 1 5 3 3 
Springvale WE 21015 5 3 
Pascoe Vale 21013 3 3 
Frankston Pines 2 101 2 4 3 
Northcote Ciy 201145 1 
Clifton Hill 20112 4 1 
Southern Stars O00 0 0 0 0 
StAlbans Saints 10011 2 0 
Bulleen Royals 10010 5 0 
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GOALS GALORE IN QUEENSLAND 


It has been exciting times in the 
Hyundai QSL during the past week 
with an astounding 31 goals scored 
in 5 games during round four and an- 
other coaching change taking place 
only a month into the season. 

After the surprise resignation of Justin 
Kilshaw at Capricorn Cougars last week 
very few expected another coaching change 
within the league so soon into the season. 
This however was not to be the case as Lyn 
Hodgkinson, coach of cellar dwellars Bund- 
aberg Spirit, made a surprise resignation 
after only three games. Football Bundaberg 
Development Manager Richard Mitchell 
has since taken over in a caretaker capacity. 

Mitchell is confident the change won’t 
affect the side, and he believes they can re- 
cover from a poor start to the season. 

“Lyn worked well with them and I think 
they are very well physically and mentally 
up for the task. We have just got to move on 
and the good thing is, the players knew me 
anyway,” Mitchell said. 

“We know we are up against it and we 
know we have conceded a few goals, and 
some of them have been soft, but the team 
has also played some good football, and if 
we can cut out those mistakes when we get 
punished, we will do well.” 


Bundaberg Spirit I (Arian Dubroy 12’) - 
Whitsunday Miners 6 (Michael VanMool- 
enbroek 22’, 28’, 62’, Mark Rhodes 72’, 
90’, Brett Rebetze 75”) 

After a turbulent week for Bundaberg, Sat- 
urday night saw the bottom side welcome 


MATCH REPORTS 


BRUNSWICK CITY REGISTER 
THEIR FIRST WIN OF THE 
SEASON 


Brunswick City playing their second match 
at home in consecutive weeks managed to 
beat Westgate 1-0 in a very tightly contested 
match. 

A healthy crowd witnessed a very 
open first half which saw both teams create goal 
scoring chances. It took the home side only two 
minutes to create its first chance when Gino De- 
feo beat two defenders out wide on the right and 
whip an impressive cross. Con Vouloumanos 
was first to the ball but his header was over sliced 
going just wide of the post. Squillacioti joined in 
moments later with a cracking shot just inside the 
penalty area but Westgate’s custodian, Kosutic 
was equal to the occasion saving the shot. In the 
10’ a defensive area by Jim Vouloumanos in the 
last line of defence allowed Goran Saric to break 
free and get himself one on one with Dimitrop- 
oulos. The Brunswick keeper pulled off the first 
of many great saves for the afternoon in a flaw- 
less display of goalkeeping. The game continued 
to be played at a good pace but the deadlock was 
broken in the 22’ when Westgate’s inability to 
clear the ball effectively was punished by Aki 
Gonullu who from a tight angle squeezed the ball 
under Kosutic. Further chances were created by 
both teams but just before half time Defeo beau- 
tifully struck free kick was well saved down low 
to Kosutic’s left leaving the score line at 1-0 in 
favour of Brunswick at the main break. 
Westgate coach, Bob Stojcevski, clearly had 
some stern words for his players and they rose 
to the challenge forcing Dimitropoulos to make 
two exceptional saves in the first ten minutes of 
the second half. Brunswick found it difficult to 
get back in the game through the inability of its 
midfield to “take the game by the horns”. Their 
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fellow strugglers Whitsunday Miners. With 
both sides looking to secure a win the game 
opened at a high tempo, each side looking to 
gain the advantage. Bundaberg secured the 
lead in the 12th minute with Adrian Dubroy 
taking advantage of a good chance, however 
that was as good as it was going to get for 
the home side. Michael Van Moolenbroek 
struck for the Miners twice within the next 
sixteen minutes to give them the lead at 
half-time. Caretaker Coach Ryan Mitchell 
had spoken of the Spirits need to focus for 
the full ninety minutes during the week and 
would have been deeply disappointed on 
the visitors went on to dominate the game 
putting four more goals past keeper Daniel 
Watson to secure a resounding victory. 


Capricorn Cougars 3 (Roy Bob 47’, Tristan 
Fraser 50’, Michael Cay 81’) - Sunshine 
Coast FC 0 

Another side under new management en- 
joyed considerably more success when Cap- 
ricorn Cougars recorded an upset win over 
reigning premiers Sunshine Coast FC. The 
build-up to the match saw Sunshine Coast 
looking to keep up with the league leaders 
whilst the Cougars were hoping for an im- 
proved defensive performance after scoring 
three goals against Logan last week yet still 
managed to go down. 

Captain Roy Bob opened the scoring for the 
home side with an excellent strike and his 
goal was quickly followed up by another 
from Tristan Fraser to establish a two goal 
cushion. Sunshine Coast rallied but their 
hopes were finally killed off in the 81st min- 
ute by impressive midfielder Michael Cay. 


Victoria 


woes continued in the 63’ when referee, Jim Za- 
firiou, sent off Brunswick’s attacking midfielder, 
Leigh Squillacioti for retaliating against Joseph 
DeBono in an on ball incident which also saw 
the Westgate midfielder get a yellow card. Bruns- 
wick playing with ten men managed to reorgan- 
ise well enough to deny the visitors any chances. 
In the 72’ Brunswick could have put the game 
out of reach of Westgate when they were award- 
ed a penalty after Kwabee Otuo-Acheampong 
handled the ball in the 18 yard box. The resultant 
penalty was taken by Defeo ,who had been clini- 
cal in penalty shot practice during the week, but 
could not manage to beat Kosutic who got down 
low to his right and parried well. Brunswick 
“shut up shop” for the remainder of the game and 
kept Westgate out for the remainder of the match 
bar the final minute when Saric was again denied 
by the outstretched hands of Dimitropoulos. The 
win although satisfying still highlighted the in- 
adequacies of Brunswick’s tactical and physical 
preparation something which Ciantar will surely 
need to address over the coming fortnight in 
preparation for their next game against Syden- 
ham Park on the 18th April. 


Score: Brunswick City 1 
Westgate 0 
Goalscorers:Aki 
City) 


Gonullu. 22’, (Brunswick 


Best:C.Dimitropoulos, A. Gonullu, G.Defeo, M. 
Jackson 

Line up: Dimitropoulos, Danos, Jackson 
J.Vouloumanos, A. Garisto Gonullu , Mad- 
arovski, D. Garisto , Squiilacioti 
C.Vouloumanos (24’ Stafrace )(Cannizzaro 
88’), G. Defeo (Karas 75’), 


Reserves: 
The reserve team also picked up their first point 


The loss was a significant one for the pre- 
miers as it condemned three straight defeats, 
their worst ever sequence in the Hyundai 
QSL. 


FN@Q Bulls 2 (Glen Hurney 23’, Steven Ca- 
ter 25’) - Redlands City Devils 4 (Russell 
Woodruffe 45’, 86’ (p), Graham Fyfe 55’, 
Wayne Knipe 74’) 

FNQ Bulls returned from a week off to face 
Redlands City Devils who’ve been an enter- 
taining side so far this season but have suf- 
fered from a shaky defence. Redlands have 
often been the better side early in matches 
this season but on this occasion it was the 
Bulls who struck first. Glen Hurney took ad- 
vantage of some lax defending to score the 
first goal of the match from midfield, whilst 
impressive young striker Steven Carter add- 
ed another with a well taken goal only two 
minutes later. After the half Redlands began 
to chase the game intently, getting forward 
in numbers and it didn’t take long to pay off 
with Russel Woodruffe and Graham Fyfe 
pulling the visitors back level by the 55th 
minute. From there it was all Redlands as 
FNQ struggled to cope with the mobility 
of Redlands midfield, Wayne Knipe giving 
Redlands the lead in the 74th minute and 
Woodruffe picking up a second to round off 
another high scoring game. 


Logan United FC Vs Queensland Academy 
of Sport — Sun Sth April 

Queensland Academy of Sport make the 
short trip down to Slacks Creek to play Lo- 
gan United, both sides locked on six points 
although Logan sit just higher on the table 


for the season as they easily accounted for Wes- 
gate with a comfortable 3-1 win. Tsalkos scored 
two whilst C. Jones scored an absolute “cracker” 
after controlling on his chest and half volleying 
the ball into the top corner of the goal from out- 
side the 18 yard box. 

By Lou Simiopoulos 


KNOX KICKS OFF! 

No goals but plenty of second half con- 
troversy in this State League Two match 
at Warner Reserve. 

South Springvale had the better of the first 
half but Knox City dominated the second half 
until the last ten minutes when Souths had two 
goals disallowed by the Referee. Before that, 
he had awarded Knox a penalty but reversed 
the decision upon consulting his assistant. The 
reversal was a correct decision. 

This was Knox’s first game of the season and 
for the first 45 minutes they were rusty as they 
gave away possession and allowed the South’s 
midfield to control the tempo of the game. How- 
ever it took 30 minutes before the home side 
got a shot on target as Jorgensen saved from 
Korkaric at the near post. Knox’s best effort in 
this period fell to Edgar but Asanovski saved his 
header. 

Jorgensen came to the rescue again in the 
42nd minute when he raced from his line and 
thwarted Tzouramanis who had been played 
through in a one on one situation. 

A minute later the best chance of the half fell 
to Knox City. Saunders displayed fine skill to 
beat his defender near the bye-line. His cross 
flashed across the face of goal with both Jones 
and Groom inches away from a tap in. 

The second half was a different affair alto- 
gether. Knox continually pushed into attack and 
Groom went close after a great run down the left 
wing. Asimiakidis then beat Asanovski to the 


by goal difference. Last week’s match 
against the Cougars was the first time in 
their history that Logan have scored more 
than three goals in one outing, and QAS will 
be wary of the in-form Raj Oshen and Reg- 
gie Davani. 


N@ Razorbacks Vs Olympic FC 
Sun Sth April 

Olympic FC will be without first choice 
goalkeeper Shannon Lancini for 10 -12 
weeks while he recovers from injuries suf- 
fered after a head collision against Bund- 
aberg Spirit last weekend. This means he 
will not be able to face his younger brother 
Michael’s side, NQ Razorbacks, when they 
play each other this Sunday. Revenge may 
play a factor in the game — last year, Razor- 
backs beat Olympic 4-2 in Round 14 which 
ultimately meant that Olympic missed out 
on a finals berth. 


QSL STANDINGS 


GWDL F AGDP 


1 Olympic FC HHO OW 2 avis 
2 Brisbane Strikers 4 40014 2 1212 
3 Redlands C Devils 5 3 0 212 111 9 
4.Logan United FC 521210100 7 
5 QueenslandAIS 5212 9 11-2 7 
6 Sunshine Coast 5203 99 0 6 
7NQRazorbacks 4202 7 8-1 6 
8 Capricorn Cougars 5 203 9 14-5 6 
9 Whitsunday Miners4 10310 9 1 3 
10 FNQ Bulls 4103 69-3 3 
11 Bundaberg Spirit 4 0 0 4 2 22-20 0 


By Jarrod Ellis 
Photos by Brett McDonald 
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ball and chipped over the keeper but Theo- 
charous was able to clear the danger. 

Kerr then released Groom and he sprinted 
clear of the defence but shot straight at 
Asanovski. 

The first controversial moment came in the 
65th minute when Giannopoulos got past his 
man in the box and crossed the ball. The Ref- 
eree awarded a penalty for hand ball but had the 
sense to consult his assistant who advised that 
no handball took place. The ball appeared to hit 
the defender on the head so justice was done. 

In the 80th minute, Souths got the ball in the 
net for the first time but offside was correctly 
ruled. Four minutes later, they again put the ball 
in the net but again it was ruled out. Jorgensen 
came to the edge of the area to gather a through 
ball. As he grabbed the ball it was knocked from 
his hands and bundled into the goal. 

Stoppage time saw Edgar go close with a 
header and at the other end Pavlic was just too 
high with a fierce shot, but neither side could 
break the deadlock. 

Knox City Reserves won the opening match 
by 6 goals to Nil. 


South Springvale: A. Asanovski, A. Giaquinta, 
D. Daperis, C. Tsesos, P. Theocharous, G. 
Pearce, L. Karanicolas (A. Savva — 21st), D. 
Pavlic, G. Tzouramanis (S. Catherine -74th), 
FE. Korkaric, C. Palatsides (C. Andronicou 

— 59th). Subs not used: S. Eleftheriou, C. 
Defteros. 


Knox City: M. Jorgensen, A. Edgar, C. Kerr 
(Z. Martinez — 89th), S, Barrero, B. Karaga, A. 
Asimakidis, A. Saunders, D. Veljovic (M. Orr 
— 77th), C. Jones (N. Giannopoulos — 46th), N. 
Veljovic. Sub Not Used: C. Marshall. 


By Bruce Darnell 
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UNITED JUGGERNAUGHT ROLLS ON 
Seventh Coach In Four Years For Olympic 


Sydney United opened up a five-point 
gap at the top of the NSW Premier 
League with another win on the road, 
this time at the expense of the West 
Sydney Berries. A match report can be 
found below. 

United’s early rivals Marconi suffered their 
second successive loss, at home to the resur- 
gent Sutherland Sharks. League newcomer 
Srecko Mitrovic put the men from the south 
ahead in the first half, and promising young 
striker Matthew Hall sealed the points for the 
Sharks ten minutes from time. 

In Saturday’s other match, Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles could not find a way past visi- 
tors Blacktown City in a 0-0 draw. Midfielder 
Tayfun Devrimol stood in as player-coach for 
the Eagles following the sacking of Blagoja 
Kuleski during the week. 

Another club to have parted ways with 
their coach is Sydney Olympic: after two 
straight losses, Aytek Genc has left the club, 
to be replaced by former Wollongong Wolves 
and Newcastle Jets coach Nick Theodora- 
kopoulos. The new coach will have to wait 
until after Easter to make his bow, however, 
as Olympic’s match against second-placed 
Manly United was postponed due to adverse 
weather conditions. 

In Sunday’s two matches, an early goal 
from Franco Parisi was enough to give the 
Sydney Tigers victory over Bankstown City 
at their new home, Leichhardt Oval, while 
Penrith-Nepean saw off last year’s champi- 
ons Wollongong 1-0 at home. The champions 
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are now anchored to the bottom of the table. 


West Sydney Berries 0-2 Sydney United 
Last week, Sydney United had to rely on a 
last-minute winner to secure all three points 
against Marconi. This time around, the path 
to victory was somewhat smoother, as they 
outclassed a lively but ineffectual Berries 
team. 

After two early chances for the home side, 
a tight-angled shot from Johnny Fotiadis and 
a free kick from Aheleas Kotsopoulos, United 
began to dictate proceedings. On 10 minutes, 
Luka Glavas found space on the right but 
sent a left-footed shot wide; two minutes 
later, however, United pounced. Dominic 
Rossi floated in a cross from the right, and 
experienced import Davor Bajsic slipped into 
the box unnoticed, to head the ball home. 

The 21st minute produced a chance at ei- 
ther end: Fotiadis’ cross was met by a volley 
from Kosta Lagoudakis, but Vedran Janje- 
tovic thwarted the danger in the United goal. 
The ball was quickly delivered up the other 
end, and Bajsic almost took his and United’s 
tally for the night to two, when his right- 
footed shot flashed wide of goal. 

The Berries were throwing plenty of men 
forward in the search for an equalizer, and 
they carved out two half-chances as the half 
wore on. A pleasing move on 27 minutes 
ended with a left-footed piledriver from Chris 
Gaitatzis, which was blocked on its way to 
goal, and five minutes later a long-range vol- 
ley from Michael Cunico was well held by 


Janjetovic. 

On 40 minutes, Glavas had a golden 
opportunity to extend United’s lead when 
careless Berries defending set him clear on 
the left, but with plenty of time to measure 
his shot, he slid the ball wide. 

Soon after the break, however, United did 
indeed go further in front. After Bajsic’s free 
kick had rattled the upright on 47 minutes, 

a sweeping United move saw Glavas nip 

into the inside-left channel and release Elsid 
Barkhousir in the middle. The latter laid the 
ball off neatly to Rossi on the right, who fired 
the ball home off the underside of the bar. 

Barkhousir’s pace and clever positioning 
were causing the Berries plenty of concern, 
and twice just after the hour the little United 
striker had the chance to make it three, but 
couldn’t find the target. On 67 minutes, 
another burst from Barkhousir might have 
produced a spot-kick for United when he 
was bundled over in the area, but the referee 
waved play on. 

Janjetovic was twice tested from corners as 
the game drew to a close, but was alert to the 
danger on each occasion. On 83 minutes, a 
mistake from an otherwise impressive David 
Zdrilic allowed Kotsopoulos a run at goal, 
but the Berries’ star man sent his shot straight 
at the keeper. Fotiadis, drifting over to the 
left, had a chance two minutes from the close 
after good lead-up work from Lagoudakis, 
but the opportunity was squandered. A com- 
fortable three points for United, and another 
frustrating evening at home for the Berries. 


Tasmania 


FNSW RD 5 RESULTS 
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1 Sydney United 

2 Manly United FC 
3 Penrith Nepean U 
4 Sutherland Sharks 
5 Marconi Stallions 
6 Bankstown City 

7 Blacktown City 

8 Sydney Tigers 

9 Sydney Olympic 
10 West Syd Berries 
11 Bonnyrigg WE 

12 WollongongFC 6 


TELECHOICE PREMIER LEAGUE: 
ROUND 6: FIRST GRADE: 

Marconi Stallions 0 Sutherland Sharks 
2 (Srecko Mitrovic 35m Matthew Hall 
80m), Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 Black- 
town City Demons 0, West Sydney Ber- 
ries O Sydney United 2 (Davor Bajsic 
10m Dominic Rossi 55m). Penrith Ne- 
pean United 1 (Sean Mitchell 46m) Wol- 
longong FC 0, Sydney Tigers 1 (Franco 
Parisi 18m) Bankstown City 0, Sydney 
Olympic Manly United FC Washed out. 
GRADE 20: Penrith Nepean United 
1 Wollongong FC 2, Sydney Tigers 1 
Bankstown City 1, Sydney Olympic 
Manly United FC Washed out. GRADE 
18: Penrith Nepean United 2 Wollon- 
gong FC O, Sydney Olympic Manly 
United FC Washed out. 
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By Mike Salter 
In Sydney 


INTERSTATE 


HAT TRICK HEROES IN TASSIE 
South Hobart And Clarence Break Clear Of The Pack 


Tilford Zebras striker Ben Crosswell 
and Clarence United’s skipper and 
forward Luke Cripps both scored hat- 
tricks in the latest round of matches 
in Tasmania. 

South Hobart and Clarence United drew 
away from the chasing pack at the top of 
the Forestry Tasmania Southern Premier 
League ladder after both won their matches 
on Saturday. 

South Hobart, reduced to ten men after 
Gary Upton was sent off in the 25th minute, 
beat a lethargic Hobart Olympic 3-0 at KGV 
Park on Saturday night. 

Clarence United, meanwhile, took advan- 
tage of some disastrous goalkeeping to down 
Glenorchy Knights 4-1 at the new venue of 
Cambridge on Saturday afternoon. 

Kingborough Lions United moved into 
third spot, two points adrift of the leading 
pair, after trouncing bottom-side University 
5-1 at Lightwood Park on Saturday. 

Hobart Zebras are fourth following their 
4-2 win over New Town Eagles at KGV 
Park on Friday night. 

Eagles had earned their first points of 
the season the previous Sunday when they 
beat Hobart Olympic 1-0 at home at Clare 
Street. 

The goal came in the last minute from 
substitute Alex Gordon. 

Olympic had almost three times as many 
chances as the home side but could not find 


Issue #7 


the net. 

Julius Ross put South Hobart ahead 
against Hobart Olympic in stoppage time at 
the end of the first half, while Ricky Eaves 
made it 2-0 in the 56th minute. 

Shae Hickey converted David Abbott’s 
left-wing cross in the 72nd minute to make it 
3-0 against an Olympic side that had a one- 
man advantage but was devoid of ideas. 

Michael Bulis was thwarted on two oc- 
casions in the first half by South Hobart 
goalkeeper, Sam Kruijver, in one-on-one 
situations. 

Eagles scored first against Zebras through 
Andrew Clark in the 12th minute, but Ben 
Crosswell equalised a minute later and went 
on to score a fine hat-trick with goals in the 
27th and 59th minutes, either side of an 
own-goal by Eagles’ Wade Savage. 

Substitute Nick Ferrall scored a second 
for Eagles 13 minutes from the end, but Ze- 
bras ran out comfortable winners. 

Luke Cripps netted a hat-trick for Clar- 
ence against the Knights, his first coming 
from a header after 31 minutes and his sec- 
ond from a penalty six minutes later. 

Toby Ling hit the third three minutes 
before the break, while Cripps made it 4-0 
with his third 20 minutes from the end. 

Corey Smith grabbed a consolation goal 
for Knights with seven minutes remaining. 

Damien Pearce, Ross Hinkley, Charles 
White, Marc Iseli and Tom McDonald were 


Kingborough’s marksmen against Univer- 
sity, which replied through Alexis Bull. 

In the Forestry Tasmania Northern Pre- 
mier League, Devonport City got back to 
winning ways with a 6-0 win over Riverside 
Olympic at Valley Road. 

Devonport had lost 6-0 at home last week- 
end in their first league outing of the season, 
so at least they have got a goal-difference of 
zero now. 

Launceston City succumbed 4-1 to the 
visiting Ulverstone at Mitsubishi Park, 
while Prospect Knights held the highly-fan- 
cied Northern Rangers to a 1-1 draw. 

In the remaining match, Burnie United 
defeated Somerset 4-2 at home at Montello 
Park. 


The New Town Eagles squad 2009 


TAS SOUTHERN LEAGUE 


GWDLFA P 
South Hobart 4310100 10 
Clarence United 4310 9 3 10 
KingboroughLU 4220158 8 
Tilford Zebras 42 WAS 12) 7 
Glenorchy Knights 4 2 0 2 8 11 6 
New Town Eagles 4 10 39 14 3 
Hobart Olympic aP (0) Gl <i Gh 3) 4 
University 400 4 2 13 0 

By Walter Pless 


Photo by Walter Pless 
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RAIDERS AND HILLS TOUGH IT OUT 


Adelaide Hills travelled down to the Croatian 
Sports Centre and played out a well fought 
l-all draw against in-form Raiders with Jake 
Markham and Rhys Townsend the respective 
goal getters. Raiders on a high after defeating the 
2008 reigning champions Adelaide City five days 
earlier had a very strong first half, playing with 
self belief and providing some very entertaining 
football. 

The Raiders broke the drought in the 32nd min- 
ute a great passage of play from Alagich bringing 
the ball through the midfield to Saric, who passed 
out wide to Townsend having a crack from the 
right, the ball hitting Atkins legs as he got down 
low, rebounding back to Townsend to have a sec- 
ond bite at the cherry for the games first goal. 

Adelaide Hills eventually struck in the 62nd 
minute of the game, dispossessing Francis in the 
middle of the park, Charlie Bowman passing off 
to Elliott out wide drawing Larkin way off his 
line, Eliott cutting the ball back across the face of 
goal for Markham to slot it home. 

Reigning champions Adelaide City got a taste 
of Friday night football at Jet Park with a sweet 
4-0 victory over Modbury Jets, Damian Mori 
playing a part in all 4 goals. City were on the 
rebound after their big 2-0 loss at home on Mon- 
day night to the Raiders and Mori hit back with 
big changes to his starting eleven putting striker 
Chad Bugeja and midfielder Nicky Orr on the 
bench, while he and young gun Patrick DeRuvo 
started. The change to the lineup paid off, with 
Mori striking in the 10th minute, his shot being 
deflected in by Jet Mark Clayton. Before the half 
hour mark, Mori struck again, bursting through 
the Jets defence with a clinical finish that beat 
keeper Paul Reilly, but in his defence Reilly did 
pull off four great saves to prevent the scoreline 
from becoming a blowout. Mori scored again 
in the 41st minute giving his side a three goal 
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lead as they headed for the changerooms. In the 
60th minute mark, Mori took striker De Ruvo 
off for Chad Bugeja, the change bearing fruit 
when Bugeja scored in the 65th minute thanks 
to a great pass on by Mori. The win saw City 
step up into second place on the Super League 
table, while Modbury lament down the bottom of 
the table, now looking down the barrel of certain 
relegation. 

It was a case of Red Devil mania in the high 
scoring match at the Newton Village Sports Com- 
plex as home-side Campbelltown City bombed 
away four goals past a troubled Carl Maynard’s 
Galaxy side. The Red Devils took control early 
when a weak punch out by Galaxy keeper Julian 
Torresan fell in the right spot at a tight angle for 
Michael Menechella to find the back of the net. 
Red Devils kept the momentum going, their sec- 
ond goal coming just before the half time break 
through some quick thinking by captain Simon 
Catanzaro to release seasoned striker Jason Trim- 
boli to drill the ball past Torresan. The second 
half saw a valiant Galaxy trying to get back into 
the match, Maynard bringing on Joe Wright and 
Evan Kounavelis to rectify that. In the 63rd min- 
ute Campbelltown’s keeper Les Pogliacomo sent 
a quick kick to Trimboli who took the shot 35me- 
tres out to slip it under Torresan as he went div- 
ing to his right. Wright then became villain after 
executing a two footed tackle on Devil’s winger 
Domenic Signoriello, forcing him to be replaced 
by Tomi Zilic. Swifster Ali Toure finished off 
with a right footed tap-in after beating Torresan 
to the ball for Campbelltown’s fourth. The timely 
win keep Campbelltown only six points behind 
the front runners, while the writing seems to be 
on the wall for Galaxy, looking destined for cer- 
tain relegation battle. 

The game at Marden Sports Complex was a 
heated affair as Adelaide Blue Eagles continued 


with their flawless run with a strong 2-0 win over 
Para Hills Knights, Gianluca Lagati and Adam 
Vizzari scoring in each half for their club. 

TK Shutter Reserve was the venue for the mid 
table clash between 4th placed Western Strikers 
and 6th place MetroStars, the Stars taking all 
three points with their 1-0 win midfielder Jim 
Stavrides the victory man. The result sees both 
sides swap positions on the Super League ladder 
still 2 games out of the top position. Post match 
Metrostars coach Mike Barnett commented, 
“This puts us back in the mix and gives the boys 
some confidence for our Thursday night match 
against Adelaide City.” 


By Nat Adamopoulos 
Photo by Adam Butler 


Below: Raiders Rhys Townsend 
celebrates his goal as Hills keeper 
Dan Atkins argues the fact 


QUARTER FINALS PREVIEW 


FFSA RESULTS 


GWDL FA GDP 
Adelaide Blue Eagles4 400 8 2 612 
Adelaide City 43019 36 9 
Raiders 42206 42 8 
MetroStars wb 4) Gey 8h 2 7/ 
Campbelltown ADWAB oo 3 
Western Strikers 4202660 6 
Para Hills AM e2elomonOme5 
Adelaide Hills 4 d253) 4s 
Modbury 4004412 -80 
Adelaide Galaxy 4004111-100 


Modbury 0 Adelaide City 4 (D.Mori 2, C.Bugeja, 
TOG) (HT 0-3) 

Adelaide Blue Eagles 2 (G.Lagati, A.Vizzari) Para 
Hills 0 (HT 1-0) 

Campbelltown City 4 (J.Trimboli 2, D.Menechella, 
A.Toure) Adelaide Galaxy 0 (HT 2-0) 
Raiders 1 (R.Townsend) Adelaide 
(J.Markham) (HT 1-0) 

MetroStars 1 (J.Stavrides) Western Strikers 0 (HT 
0-0) 


Hills 1 


Set The Alarm For European Showdowns 


After the International break, domestic 
football is underway again in all the big 
leagues across Europe as we reach the cli- 
max of another hectic season. In England, 
the English Premier League title is right up 
for grabs, with three teams staking a big 
claim for domestic glory, whilst Arsenal 
welcome back key players, hoping for a 
last gasp title surge. 

In Spain, Barcelona and Real Madrid continue to 
trade blows in an intriguing title race, which is far 
from over, whilst in Germany, we are witnessing a 
title run in, which involves no less than six teams 
with a realistic chance of taking the Bundesliga. 
However, whilst the marathon style of the league 
often proves to have incredibly exciting finishes, 
nothing can compare with the magic of European 
football, which will recommence mid week with 
the UEFA Champions League quarter finals. The 
draw has thrown up some mouth watering pros- 
pects, as Europe’s mammoth teams prepare to slug 
it out in the hope of securing a European crown. 

Defending European champions, Manchester 
United will take on FC Porto at Old Trafford in 
the first leg of their quarter final tie in what has 
been touted as the easiest draw in Europe. How- 
ever, Sir Alex will know more than most that Porto 
is a team to underestimate at your own peril. In 
fact, back in 2004, it was none other than Porto 
who knocked out Manchester United in the Round 
of 16, under the enigmatic Jose Mourinho. Whilst 
names like Lisandro Lopez and Raul Meireles may 
not be as prominent as members of the 2004 Porto 
squad, Porto certainly have players which deserve 
United’s utmost attention. That said, it is hard to 
see this Porto side contain a Manchester side field- 
ing the likes of Rooney, Ronaldo and Tevez, who 
at their best, are arguably the best side in Europe. 

The winner of this tie will go onto face the win- 
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ner of the Arsenal/Villarreal clash. Both sides are 
teams who have displayed such terrific potential 
but have failed to win the silverware to reflect that 
potential. It seems every season that it is asked 
whether or not this will be the season that Arsenal 
and Villareal can finally produce a sustained title 
challenge. A tie between two sides that play quick, 
positive football, this tie has the potential to be a 
memorable one. Whilst Villarreal continue to fal- 
ter at home, most recently losing 3-0 to Almeria, 
Arsenal’s home form is vastly improving, leading 
many to tip them for a late title surge, with the re- 
turn of many key players, most notably Fabregas 
and Eduardo, from injuries. 

Barcelona, on the other hand, perhaps Europe’s 
best attacking team, will take on Bundesliga heavy- 
weights, Bayern Munchen. Munich’s home form 
has been inconsistent to say the least, but their 


performances in Europe have been devastating, 
most notably with the mauling of Sporting Lisbon 
12-1 on aggregate. Similarly, Barcelona has dem- 
onstrated great form in Europe, casting Lyon out 
in the last round with a 6-3 aggregate win. Whilst 
Barcelona remains favourites for this tie, Munich 
will look to use their domestic frustrations to spur 
them on to victory against the Catalans. 

Whilst all these ties involve big teams in Eu- 
rope, the tie of the round is unquestionably Liver- 
pool vs. Chelsea. These two English heavyweights 
will meet again in European competition for the 
fifth time in five seasons, as they continue their 
European rivalry. New manager Guss Hiddink has 
injected his side with a new found belief, whilst 
Liverpool tremendous form has blasted the title 
race wide open. With both sides demonstrating 
good form, this tie will be one of epic proportions, 


UEFA Champions League 
Quarter Finals 1st Leg 


MANCHESTER UNITED v FC PORTO 
Wednesday 8 April 4:30AM LIVE 


VILLARREAL v ARSENAL 
Wednesday 8 April 7:00AM 


LIVERPOOL v CHELSEA 
Thursday 9 April 4:30AM LIVE 


BARCELONA v BAYERN MUNICH 
Thursday 9 April 7:00AM 


Matches to be broadcast on SBS 


and will perhaps be the most tightly contested of 
the four, as matches between these two sides al- 
ways are. 

With the season drawing to a close we all watch 
in great anticipation as the fates of Europe’s best 
clubs unfold before our eyes. There is still a lot of 
football to be played, and considering the matches 
on show, it will certainly make for entertaining 
viewing. Will the English continue to dominate 
the European stage? Or will the continentals stake 
a successful claim for European glory? Time will 
soon tell, but as for now, we should all take the 
time to enjoy the magical feast of football which is 
the Champions League Quarter Finals. 


By Matthew Galea 
Photo by Gordon Bennett 
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Top Of The Pops Dept. 


‘POOL RETURN TO SUMMIT 


THE WORLD GAME 


Shearer Leads Toon Army, Bayern Smashed 


After a week of FIFA World Cup 
qualifiers, the world’s finest football 
leagues returned to action, with play- 
ers showing no sign of fatigue from 


their international duties. 

j Liverpool kept their Premier 

League title dreams alive on 

Saturday in the most dramatic fashion as 
Yossi Benayoun netted a 91st minute win- 
ner at Fulham. 
The Reds leap-frogged Manchester United to 
lead Sir Alex Ferguson’s men by two points, 
with the victory piling further pressure on 
United to win their two games in hand, in- 
cluding Sunday’s clash with Aston Villa. 
Rafa Benitez’ men played some delightful 
football to consolidate their title credentials, 
but were unable to breach a solid Fulham 
defence and the woodwork, until late in the 
proceedings. 
Liverpool struck the white of the goal frame 
four times, through Fernando Torres and 
Xabi Alonso, and twice by Andrea Dossena 
as Fulham rode their luck. 
Roy Hodgson’s side have made Craven Cot- 
tage a stronghold in west London, having 
earned seven points against ‘big four’ teams, 
and it appeared they would again secure a 
result that would affect the outcome of the 
title. 
But the walls were finally breached in the 
dying stages, when in stoppage time Ryan 
Babel found Steven Gerrard whose deflected 
pass fell to Benayoun, 12 yards out. 
The Israeli international made no mistake 
under intense pressure, with his shot from 
a sharp angle buried past Mark Schwarzer’s 
goal with aplomb. 
As the sea of black and white fans at Craven 
Cottage stood in astonished silence, the de- 
lirious scenes of red jubilation on the Liver- 
pool bench could not have been a better illus- 
tration of the fortunes of the opposing sides. 
At the opposite end of the table, Alan Shear- 
er’s glorified return to Newcastle as manager 
in a bid to save his club from the dreaded 
drop was spoiled by Guus Hiddink’s Chel- 
sea, as the Blues ran out 2-0 winners. 


LIVERPOOL GO TOP 


Another Messiah Returns: Alan Shearer 
takes the helm at Newcastle. 


Woeful defending by the Magpies’ Fabri- 
cio Coloccini gifted possession to Nicolas 
Anelka in the 56th minute, and the French- 
man’s deflected shot was headed home by 
the quick-witted Frank Lampard, who was 
first to react. 

Both Anelka and Lampard combined to set 
up Florent Malouda nine minutes later for 
the second, as Newcastle slipped further into 
relegation strife. 
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Liverpool's Yossi Benayoun (R) cel- 
ebrates with teammate Martin Skrtel (L) 
after scoring a late goal against Fulham 
during their Premiership match at Cra- 

ven Cottage football stadium. 
Liverpool won 1-0. 


An Emmanuel Adebayor double at the Emir- 
ates handed Arsenal at 2-0 victory over 
Manchester City and a fourth successive 
win for the Gunners. 

Arsene Wenger’s side stretched their un- 
beaten streak to 17 matches in the Premier 
League, but this includes eight draws, each 
of which have cost them dearly in the title 
race. 

Middlesbrough face an uphill battle to face 
relegation after they were thumped 4-1 by 
Bolton. 

The clinical Wanderers punished a “Boro side 
which is currently languishing in second last 
position, through goals from Kevin Davies, 
Gary Cahill and Matt Taylor and Ricardo 
Gardner to leave Gareth Southgate’s seem- 
ingly destined for the drop. 

Elsewhere, two goals in the final ten minutes 
gave Blackburn Rovers a shock 2-1 win 
over struggling Tottenham Hotspur, West 
Bromich remained at the foot of the table af- 
ter succumbing to Stoke City 2-0, and West 
Ham kept its hopes of European football 
next season alive with a win over Sunder- 
land by the same score line. 


BUNDESLIGA HEATS UP! 

In the day and age where the 
winners of European leagues 
are decided weeks in advance, 
the Bundesliga is one exception that is 
entertaining and exciting fans with its un- 
predictable outcomes late in the season. 
With eight matches remaining, only seven 
points separate sixth place from the all-im- 
portant first place, with all top six teams hav- 
ing a genuine chance of claiming the German 
title. 

In the shock of the weekend, reigning cham- 
pions Bayern Munich were demolished by 
Wolfsburg 5-1, who have now displaced 
Jurgen Klinsmann’s side at the top of the 
table. 

The momentum appears to be with Wolfs- 
burg, who made the most of dreadful de- 
fending to smash four goals past Munich in 
14 second half minutes to record their eight 
consecutive win. 

Elsewhere, Hamburger SV moved to joint 
top spot with Wolfsburg on 51 points — trail- 
ing only by goal difference — with a 1-0 win 
over Hoffenheim. 

German minnows Hoffenheim, who led 
the Bundesliga for much of the season, still 
have an outside chance at the title, but will 


be kicking themselves for their poor form 
late in the season — the side now sits in sixth 
place having failed to record a win in their 
last seven matches. 


BARCELONA STAYS ON 
TRACK 

Barcelona remain six points 
clear of title rival Real Madrid 
after their elusive Cameroonian striker 
Samuel Eto’o notched up his 26th goal of 
the season to hand the Catalonian club a 
1-0 victory over Real Valladolid on Sat- 
urday. 

Eto’o finished a superb lob after playing 
a neat one-two with Spanish international 
Xavi, to prevent Real Madrid, who beat 
Malaga 1-0, closing the gap at the top of the 
Primera Liga table. 

While third-placed Sevilla earned a 1-0 
victory at Recreativo Huelva through a 
first-half penalty from the in-form Frederic 
Kanoute, they are seemingly out of the title 
race. 

The southern Spanish side are currently 15 
points behind Barca, but are a comfortable 
five points clear of fourth-placed Villarreal 
in Champions League qualification stakes. 
Villarreal were desecrated 3-0 by mid-table 
Almeria, as the ‘Yellow Submarine’ was 
sunk by Alvaro Negredo’s inspirational per- 
formance. 

Negredo, a former Real Madrid youth play- 
er, scored his 17th goal of the campaign, 
then set up Pablo Piatti and Mane to wrap 
the game up before half-time in Almeria’s 
favour. 

In the battle of the basement, second-last 
Numancia grabbed a dramatic late equalis- 
er to earn a vital point in a thrilling 3-3 draw 
against fellow strugglers Real Betis. 
Elsewhere, Athletic Bilbao happily con- 
cluded a run of four successive defeats 
by defeating Real Mallorca 2-1 at San 
Mames. 
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CELTIC 

CLEAR 

In the two-horse race that is the 
Scottish Premier League, Celtic 
has gone six points clear of their bitter Old 
Firm rivals Glasgow Rangers after crush- 
ing Hamilton 4-0. 
A brace from Greece striker Georgios Sa- 
maras and singles from Aiden McGeady 
and Jan Vennegoor of Hesselink completed 
the rout to heap pressure on Rangers. 
The Gers are already struggling from inter- 
nal pressures after the Ibrox club suspended 
Barry Ferguson and Allan McGregor for 
discrepancies that occurred when the pair 
were on International duty. 


SIX POINTS 


WONDER-BOY BENZEMA 
i] EI NETS BRACE 

Highly-rated French youngster 

Karim Benzema scored two 
goals in Olympique Lyon’s 3-1 win over 
Le Mans on Saturday, as Claude Puel’s 
men went three points clear at the top of 
Ligue 1. 
With eight games left, Lyon still has to shake 
the challenge offered by second-placed Gi- 
rondins Bordeaux in order to secure an un- 
precedented eighth successive league title. 


EPL STANDINGS 


P GD PTS 
1 Liverpool 31 +34 67 
2 Manchester United 29 +3165 
3 Chelsea 31 +34 64 
4 Arsenal 31 +23 58 
5 Aston Villa 30 +7 52 
6 Everton 30 +9 48 
7 West Ham United 31 +2 44 
8 Wigan Athletic 30 +2 41 
9 Fulham 31 +3 40 
10 Manchester City 31 +7 38 


11 Tottenham Hotspur 31 +1 38 
12 Bolton Wanderers 31 -9 37 


13 Stoke City 31 -16 35 
14 Blackburn Rovers 31 -15 34 
15 Hull City 31 -17 34 
16 Portsmouth 30 -14 33 
17 Sunderland 31 -12 32 
18 Newcastle United 31 -15 29 
19 Middlesbrough 31 -24 27 


20 West Bromwich Albion 31 -31 24 


BUNDESLIGA STANDINGS 


P GDPTS 
1 VfL Wolfsburg 26 +26 51 
2 Hamburger SV 26 +4 51 
3 Hertha BSC 26 +8 49 
4 Bayern Munchen 26 +18 48 
5 VfB Stuttgart 26 +9 45 
6 Hoffenheim 26 +17 44 
7 Schalke 04 26 +9 40 
8 Borussia Dortmund 26 +8 40 
9 Bayer Leverkusen 25 +13 38 
10 Werder Bremen 25 +11 32 
11 1. FC Koln 25 -6 32 
12 Eintracht Frankfurt 26 -8 29 
13 Hannover 96 25 -17 26 
14 VfL Bochum 26 -12 25 
15 Arminia Bielefeld 26 -17 24 
16 Borussia M’gladbach 25 -15 22 
17 Energie Cottbus 26 -24 20 
18 Karlsruher SC 25 -24 17 
SPL STANDINGS 
P GD PTS 
1 Celtic FC 30 +39 67 
2 Rangers FC 29 +37 61 
3 Heart of Midlothian 31 +3 52 
4 Aberdeen FC 31 +4 45 
5 Dundee United FC 31 +2 45 
6 Hibernian FC 31 -2 41 
SERIE A STANDINGS 
P GD PTS 
1 Inter Milan 29 +33 69 
2 Juventus 29 +28 62 
3 AC Milan 29 +23 55 
4 Genoa 29 +12 51 
5 Fiorentina 29 +10 49 
6 AS Roma 29 +3 46 
7 Cagliari 29 +5 42 
8 Palermo 29 +1 42 
9 Lazio Roma 29 -2 41 
10 Atalanta Bergamo 29 +2 40 
11 Napoli 29 +0 37 
12 Catania 29 -4 37 
13 Udinese 29 -3 36 
14 Sampdoria 29 -5 36 
15 Siena 29 -9 31 
16 Chievo Verona 29 -11 30 
17 Bologna 29 -16 26 
18 Torino 29 -19 24 
19 Lecce 29 -22 24 
20 Reggina 29 -26 20 


By Julius Ross 
Photos by Soccer Way 
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A STATE OF RIVALRY 


Is Melbourne Ready For A Second A-League Team? 


s if a conscientious family 
Aion for a new addition, 

Football Federation Australia 
has parentally overseen a bid from a 
consortium that sees Melbourne on 
the verge of the birth of a second A- 
League club. But how will Melbourne 
Victory, hitherto the only child of the 
Victorian A-League family, react to 
a younger sibling? With a degree of 
sibling rivalry it should be hoped. 
The introduction of a cross-town rivalry 
analogous to those that define football 
leagues the world over would add further 
dimension to Australia’s premier football 
competition. Competition between the two 
for regional eminence would become a sub- 
text of the league, peaking as the two meet 
periodically throughout the season. 
A consortium led by businessman Peter 
Sidwell, working under the title Melbourne 
Heart, has exclusive negotiating rights to 
become Melbourne Victory’s cross-town 
adversary, and become the league’s eleventh 
club. 

Throughout the world, major leagues 
are enlivened by cross-town rivalries. The 
Premier League has London, Merseyside, 
Tyneside and Manchester derbies. Fervour 
surrounds the Madrid and Catalan derbies 
of La Liga. And the Milan derby, perhaps 
the most famous of all provincial contests, 
enriches the Serie A. The addition of a geo- 
graphically motivated contest in Melbourne 
would mimic these encounters on a scale of 
less grandeur, but of no less intrigue. 

Rivalries unquestionably add substance 
to football leagues. A look at the English 
Premier League emphasises the point. The 
league went for some years without one 
of its most fervent rivalries as Manchester 
City lived an exiled existence in the lower 
divisions while its neighbour Manchester 
United powered on in the top flight. 

Turn of the century promotion for City 
re-united the two in league status, rekin- 
dling a missed rivalry. Any person clad with 
colours other than the baby blue of Man- 
chester will agree the two sides are split by 
a chasm of ability but when in opposition 
they lend increase the charm of English 
football. The league is a better place for 
City’s inhabitancy. 

As match-day draws near in derby sce- 
narios across the world, table position and 
permutations become irrelevant; the sole 
momentary matter of concern is winning on 
the day and staking claim to regional brag- 
ging rights, however fleeting they may be. 
Passion and parochialism cloak discrepan- 
cies in ability as games are infused with in- 
trigue, making the unlikely result possible. 
Victory’s rivalry with eastern compatriot 
Adelaide United, while not on the scale of 
European rivalries, has become the defining 
contest of the A-League to date. No A- 


A genuine Victorian football derby will be an occassion for the 
Victory faithful to cheer about and a showpiece for Australian football. 


League match-up elicits such antagonism, 
antipathy and attention. The league would 
certainly profit from a similarly healthy duel 
within the borders of Victoria. 

Mere conception is not enough to initiate 

a sincere rivalry. Composition of an ardent 
armada of support will play a great part in 
the establishment of a rivalry of worth. 
Melbourne Victory’s on-field excellence 
and the supporter base it has amassed dur- 
ing the A-League’s embryonic stages places 
the city as Australia’s most vibrant football 
market. There are few cities in the world 
that cater so greatly and diversely for sports 
fans, and a new Melbourne A-League side 
will have to extract a supporter base from a 
population already saturated by options. 


‘Rivalries unquestionably add 
substance to football leagues. 
A look at the English Premier 
League emphasises the point.’ 


Given Victory’s five-year head-start 
in tapping into the city’s football lovers, 
converts and dilettantes, building a founda- 
tion of supporters will be an arduous task 
for the new side. Victory won’t take kindly 
to overtures to their fan base from the new 
entity, in what would be an outward act of 
rivalry. These advances, even if not success- 
ful, would fan the flames of rivalry. 
Few Victory supporters will likely hand in 
their badge and cross over to the other side 
of town. Victory will, however, face compe- 
tition attracting new supporters to foot- 
ball. Where once it was matter of simply 
convincing the city’s undecided inhabitants 


that football should be their sport of choice, 
Victory must now convince Melbournians 
that not only is football for them but that 
Victory is the team for them 

Forming a supporter base under the spec- 
tre of Victory’s monopoly and Melbourne’s 
myriad options for sporting allegiance will 
be a task of some difficulty for the incom- 
ing Melbourne side. The consortium behind 
the venture has identified the burgeoning 
Casey region as critical to the establishment 
of a fan base. Should they find success in 
extracting a lively fan base from the region, 
the group will have made further progress 
in creating a core of support to counter Vic- 
tory’s unified legion. 

The consortium is set to tempt Mel- 
bourne’s favourite footballing son, Mark 
Viduka, back for a well-paid twilight to 
his career as the side’s marquee player. 
Viduka’s return would prove a fillip for the 
recruitment of fans, as his presence could 
persuade fans of his former club Melbourne 
Knights to support the new A-League 
venture. 

The A-league and Melbourne clubs 
would not simply profit from the intrigue 
of a second Melbourne side, ample remu- 
neration would also follow. The cross town 
battles would be all but guaranteed sell- 
outs, regardless of team form. And with the 
new side set to share the new purpose-built 
stadium that is to be Victory’s home upon 
completion, alternate scheduling will see 
Melbourne, and the stadium, hosting A- 
League action each week. 

Though an announcement of the new 
Melbourne side is said to imminent, all this 
pondering may be even more premature 
than it may already seem, as the admis- 


sion of the new Melbourne team may be 
delayed until the 2011-12 season. Though 
the consortium has its sights set on 2010-11, 
its induction may hinge on a successful bid 
from elsewhere in the country. Its individual 
entry would create a lop-sided 11-team 
competition, something that other clubs, 
Melbourne Victory in particular, oppose. 

The successful formation of a club in 
Tasmania, Canberra, West Sydney or Wol- 
longong may be the hold the key to the 
admission of Melbourne Heart’s team. But 
with the Melbourne consortium much more 
advanced in their bid, it is unlikely that a 
side from any of these locations could be 
ready in time for the 2010-11 competition, 
which may leave the new Melbourne side to 
wait restlessly for induction. 

A new Melbourne A-League team has 
become necessary and unavoidable. Queen- 
sland will have three teams at the start of 
next season, as will New South Wales. With 
Australia’s second largest state population, 
albeit without the regional infrastructure of 
Queensland and New South Wales, it makes 
sense that another Victorian team should 
exist. 

Disquiet about the venture will most 
likely emanate from Victory stakeholders 
who fear the loss of the club’s monopoly, 
but they, too, must realise that state expan- 
sion is in their (fiscal) interest and will be to 
the benefit of Australian football. 

Advocacy of rivalry necessitates a de- 
nouncement of the misrepresented passion 
sometimes manifested on these occasions. 
Impassioned encounters often prompt 
undesired reactions. Some view clashes 
with regional rivals as an opportunity for 
statements of parochialism. A minority may 
have such aspirations, but these aren’t to be 
tolerated or excused as hyper-loyalty. 
Countering this will be the prevailing reali- 
sation and wisdom of the majority that, but 
for their chosen A-League alliances, a city’s 
opposing fans hold geographically paral- 
leled existences with many commonalities. 
Once the whistle blows, they return to life 
as fellow Melbournians. 

Victory will be forced to alter its methods 
somewhat to cope with its soon-to-be chal- 
lenged existence. It’s natural that a new- 
born’s arrival unsettles the stability enjoyed 
by an only child. Attention is to be shared 
for the first time. Jealousy often swirls 
within the incumbent as they are forced 
into a share of power. Though, over time, 
family members adapt and come to accept a 
shared reality, and so, too, shall the soon-to- 
be football siblings of Melbourne. Though 
undercurrents of rivalry will remain. 


By Seb Kipman 
Photo by Peter Kakalias 
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PLAYING FOR KEEPS! 


LONDON CALLING 


England s Not So Magnificent Seven 


Although a little unconvincingly, 
England maintained their one hun- 
dred percent record in their Europe- 
an Qualifying Group for next years 
World Cup in South Africa. There 
are not many places left to play for 
in the England starting line-up, with 
Fabio Capello seemingly knowing 
his strongest team possible. 

However, according to many people 
in the English media, there may be one 
position in the starting eleven which is 
still up for grabs; the position of England 
goalkeeper. David James currently holds 
the number one jersey in the side, yet he is 
among a group of seven Premier League 
goalkeepers who are all competing for the 
position. The problem for both Capello 
and England is that none of the seven are 
currently standing out as the best goal- 
keeper in England. 

As the game against the Ukraine 
showed, England will not be able to 
outscore teams easily, therefore having a 
strong defence and solid goalkeeper is cru- 
cial in the pursuit for the crowd of World 
Champions. This means that whomever 
Capello backs as his number one could 
have the hopes of a nation upon his shoul- 
ders. And since there are no stand-out 
candidates for the job, every member of 
the Not So Magnificent Seven, as I have 
chosen to call them, stands a chance of 
being selected, as each of them have their 
own strengths and weaknesses. 

David James, the current incumbent, 
is the frontrunner for South Africa, as 


David James: Would probably drop 
the shirt off his back to play for 
England. 


Wigan’s Chris Kirkland 


Capello has thus far picked him over every 
other goalkeeper. He is undoubtedly a 
good shot stopper, very experienced and 
brings with him a great physical presence 
between the sticks. However there are 
two factors which have caused doubts as 
to his suitability for the job. Firstly, he is 
getting on a bit. At the next World Cup 
he will be thirty nine, and maybe too old. 
He certainly is not the man for the future. 
And secondly, as his rather apt nickname 
‘Calamity James’ suggests, he is rather 
mistake prone. Luckily he has not made 
any big clangers this campaign, but one 
more blunder is always just around the 
corner for the big man. 

Two other men in the frame for South 
Africa are Ben Foster and Joe Hart, of 
Manchester United and City respectively. 
Both are real solid young keepers who 
have impressed when given a chance at 
their respective clubs. Yet both keep- 
ers have the same problem in that they 
have very little experience, especially in 
big game situations. Neither man is first 
choice for his own club, nor is either play- 
ing regular first team football, something 
which Capello views as a must for an 
England player. Foster does have the edge 
over Hart in experience, as he spent a year 
in the Premier League on loan at Watford, 
yet this still does not make him experi- 
enced enough for the England number one 
jersey. 

Two men who do have the experience 
of Premier League football are Chris Kirk- 
land and Robert Green. Kirkland has had 
a very good season for Wigan this year, 
and has had spells playing for Liverpool 


and West Bromwich Albion in the Eng- 
lish top flight. He has good hands and is 
dependable in a one on one situation. The 
problem for Wigan’s number one is that 
in the past he has been injury prone, and 
perhaps banking on him being fit through- 
out a tournament such as the World Cup 
could be a mistake. Robert Green is hav- 
ing another good season for West Ham as 
he has done in the previous two. Another 
good shot stopper who is very athletic 
and seems to have a great self confidence. 
Yet he has very few England caps and he 
also seems at times a little erratic, which 
is never the best way to describe a good 
goalkeeper. 


Man U’s Ben Foster 


The final two players in contention 
are Scott Carson of West Brom and Paul 
Robinson of Blackburn Rovers. Again 
these men have the experience of playing 
in the Premiership, and Robinson has the 
experience of playing in over forty games 
for England. The problem is in the last 
few years both keepers have made major 
mistakes whilst wearing an England shirt. 
And these mistakes were large factors in 
England’s failure to qualify for last years 
European Championships. Therefore I’m 
not sure that the English public want to 
see either man as their number one. 

Since there is no stand out candidate 
for the job Capello must settle on one man 
out of the seven, and stick to his guns. If 
he believes that Calamity, sorry David, 
James is the man for the job, then he needs 
to continue to start him in all of England’s 
qualifying fixtures. Yet if James is not 
the answer, Capello needs to introduce 


someone new sooner rather than later. Out 


of the other six players mentioned, only 
Robinson has any notable amount of Eng- 
land caps. The other five only have nine 
caps between them, and therefore need to 
be given the chance to gain the experience 
needed to keep goal for the three lions. 


Blackburn’s Paul Robinson 


Hopefully, Capello knows what he is 
doing. He has thus far got everything 
right since taking on the toughest job 
in football. But his tenure as England 
manager could be judged in the following 
few years simply by his decision as to who 
to put in goal for the World Cup in South 
Africa. If it was down to me I really have 
no clue as to who I’d choose to be number 
one. Maybe we should just hope that in 
the next few months one man separates 
himself from the Not So Magnificent 
Seven and lives up to his namesakes from 
the famous film. England could certainly 
do with a hero. 


Man City’s Joe Hart 


By Adam North 
Photos by Gordon Bennett 
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LONDON CALLING 


SEEKING FORMER GLORIES 


Two Greats Attempt To Rise From The Shadows 


RONALDINHO 

| had the misfortune to break one of my 
unwritten rules. Whenever international 
week rolls around | always find some- 
thing better to do, such as gardening. 

My plans to go to the World Cup in South 
Africa are more to do with the weather and 
the guarantee that Brazil and their world class 
array of talent will be there. (I don’t mean the 
players!) 

The Brazilian players will be there of course. 
The question is will Ronaldinho? Having been 
delighted by Robinho’s stepovers at the Emir- 
ates Stadium earlier in the season when Brazil 
played Italy I wanted to compare the Brazil I 
saw live with Brazil a few months on as they 
played at altitude in Ecuador. 

A 1-1 draw was kind to them. Having 
watched Argentina the day before I was amazed 
by the contrast in movement and speed of the 
attacking players of Argentina compared to the 
Brazilians. 

Brazil spent 90 minutes with 10 men behind 
the ball playing on the counter attack. It meant 
their lacklustre central defenders were exposed 
time and again because they don’t have the 
defensive players to chase the ball and track the 
runs of opponents. 

Worse was the performance of the number 10. 
Given that Ronaldinho Gaucho, like an ageing 
stage actress, had been given a chance play 
because the lead was taken ill, his performance 
was even more inept. 

This was a perfect chance for Ronnie to 
remind fans of Brazil that he isn’t quite finished. 
It would be a cliché to say he fluffed his lines 
because if he were an actor his parts would have 
been muted. He spent much of the game in no 
man’s land, not close enough to the main striker 
- Luis Fabiano — to be called an attacker and not 
close enough to his other midfield colleagues to 
be called a midfielder. Perhaps he’s invented a 
new position! 

Tactical coaches like former Socceroos man- 
ager Terry Venables used to called it ‘the hole’ 

- that position behind a central striker or strikers 
that allows a player to use the space created by 
the strikers’ runs off the ball. Trouble is Ronnie 
developed amnesia or his coach told him to treat 
it like a training game. 

The result was a performance so lifeless it 
could have been an unofficial strike. He was 
substituted on 80 minutes but not before his one 
major contribution was to pass the ball square to 
a colleague in the centre circle and trot towards 
the halfway line rather than burst into the acres 
of space in front of him. His best run of the 
evening was toward the substitute’s bench. 

In his day Ronnie was a taller version of 
Robinho, only better. Now he cannot get by 
opponents and has become a luxury, no longer 
guaranteed to create chances for himself or his 
team. 

In the next game, with Kaka playing, against 
Peru Brazil played a quick passing game and 
easily despatched the visitors 3-0. Ronnie’s 
enthusiastic reception when he came on as a 
substitute in that game may mean the Brazil 
fans are not ready to give Gaucho a chance in 
South Africa. 
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Ronaldinho failed to shine when the spotlight was flashed his way. 


53 Balcombe Road Mentone VIC 3194 


NEWCASTLE 

There must be something about the air 
in a certain part of north-east England 
that does crazy things to people. It’s 

a madness that has been in existence 
for several years on Tyneside, one that 
reared its large, loud ugly head again. 
Euphoria. 

For a club having a dreadful season (even 
with their history of inadequacy) it really is hard 
to keep Newcastle United out of the news this 
week and indeed this season. 

Their season has been marked by Kevin 
Keegan’s resignation, supporter unrest and one 
poor signing (Jonas Gutierrez the exception) 
after another. When Kevin Keegan returned 
to Tyneside in January 2008 the scenes were 
similar to those witnessed last week when Alan 
Shearer was named manager. 

This is nothing new. There has been a role 
call of ex-players that have become manager 
of a club whose best moments in history are all 
recorded on black and white news reels. Good, 
bad and indifferent managers have come and 
gone from the club since they won the Fairs Cup 
in 1969 and now, standing 18th in the EPL, the 
only thing that has remained the same is their 
futility since. 

Now there’s nothing wrong in appointing 
ex-players as managers. Shearer though, unlike 
Keegan or Glenn Roeder — has no manage- 
rial experience. That little detail doesn’t seem 
to matter to Mike Ashley - the owner of the 
club - or to The Magpie’s fans. Newcastle fans 
are often-quoted as saying they are a ‘massive 
club with passionate support’ and though I hate 
to use clichés the word ‘blind’ surfaces when 
discussing their particular brand of passion. 

Yes, 52,000 people turn up at the ground to 
cheer on the black and whites but support and 
passion do not make a ‘massive club’. Big clubs 
win trophies; even rivals Sunderland — with 
their 1973 FA Cup — have a more recent history 
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of success. 

In many ways it is hard to blame Mike Ashley 
for jumping on the bandwagon of recruiting 
ex-Geordie stars to manage the club. Vilified for 
letting Dennis Wise - the club’s former Director 
of Football — recruit players behind the man- 
ager’s back the fans protested against Keegan’s 
resignation to such an extent that Wise and Ash- 
ley couldn’t attend home matches for a while. 

What better tonic to give the hurting fans than 
a dose of Alan Shearer? There were rumours 
earlier in the season that Shearer was going to 
join the club as manager, indeed he turned them 
down because he wasn’t ready to manage. 

So what has changed? His beloved team is 
close to relegation, possessing the hardest run-in 
of all the teams threatened with the drop. When 
Joe Kinnear — a man who was out of football for 
4 years — took over from Kevin Keegan there 


Ga: al! 


wey 


was an improvement in the team but after his 
honeymoon effect evaporated they reverted to 
their previous form. With Kinnear undergoing 
heart surgery his assistant Chris Hughton took 
over and their form dropped off even further. 

So Mike Ashley made the populist decision 
and appointed Alan Shearer. The fans are happy; 
Ashley can sit back and let Shearer steal all the 
media attention. 

Lost in the events of this week is a story 
buried in an avalanche of publicity. The removal 
of Dennis Wise from his position. It isn’t hard 
to imagine Shearer making it clear that the little 
guy had to go before he would consider manag- 
ing the club. 

Considering that Ashley let Keegan walk 
away from the club after his differences with 
Wise, it seems strange he’d succumb to the 
attempt to get rid of Wise at such a delicate 
stage in the season, especially to let a rookie 
into the fold. This is a man who hasn’t so much 
as coached a pub team and has stated he will 
only manage the club for the final games of the 
season. It is a desperate gamble from Ashley, a 
man desperate to be loved on Tyneside. 

A full house of 52,000 turned up to watch 
them lose 2-0 to Chelsea. Relegation would be 
just another crazy event in the mad world of the 
north east. 


If you want to read more comments about 
football visit the blog Adam North and I 
have set up at www.bleedfootball.info but 
only if you have the appetite for debate! 


Sources: 
http://www.safc.com 
http://www.nufe.premiumty.co.uk 
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Flying the Flag: Geordies may soon have to start waving a white one. 
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North Geelong Warriors 0 Williamstown 1 (M Maljanek), 
Ballarat Red Devils 0 Werribee City 2 (M Collins 2), Alto- 
na East Phoenix 1 (M Yaghoubi) Keilor Park 0, Brunswick 
City 1 (C Gonullu) Westgate 0, Altona City 3 (F Memishi 2 
J Lejcak) Sydenham Park 1 (I Konjarski), Geelong Rang- 
ers 3 (T Hardy D Early D Corry) Thomastown Devils 1 
(S Lamanda) 
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Altona East Phoenix 
Geelong Rangers 
Williamstown 
Brunswick City 
Altona City 
Werribee City 

North Geelong Warriors 
Keilor Park 
Westgate 
Thomastown Devils 
Sydenham Park 
Ballarat Red Devils 


NNNNNNNNNNNND 
SCOCODOAS2242NNNES 
CoO2=434300030000 
NNASA22220000fF 
SCANANNWKRBOWOAT 
DAAKRNWNNWNONOD 
COR 3232 WWWRADGD V 


Hume Utd 5 (B Ozdemir) Geelong 1 (J Ikanovic), Lalor 1 
(D Alevizos) Maribyrnong Greens 4 (E Ahmetovic 2 A Se- 
hic E Fermic), Moreland City 2 (L Lucchesi R Dinse) La 
Trobe University 1 (L Lidestri), Yarraville Glory 3 (H Timo- 
theou 3) North Sunshine Eagles 1 (Own Goal), Banyule 
City 2 (N Papadopoulos J Hussey) Melbourne University 
Rangers 2 (N Schaer DW Scott) 
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Yarraville Glory 
Moreland City 
Melbourne Uni Rangers 
Hume Utd 
Maribyrnong Greens 
La Trobe University 
Westvale 

Banyule City 

Lalor 

Cairnlea 

North Sunshine Eagles 
Geelong 


NNONNANNANNND 
SCODDDOSF222NNS 
CoOnas=32000-=000 
NNOA2032320000T 
SSORWHWHWUTAKROTM 
SAONKRHOWHINNAD 
SCOOA2320WWHROADT 


Northern Falcons 0 FC Strathmore 0, Sunbury Utd 2 
(D Moore S Ocallaghan) Essendon Utd 0, Lalor Utd 2 
(K Smirnis D Petkovski) Western Eagles 0, Melbourne 
City 2 (A Couceiro M Tozini) Laverton Park 2 (V De La 
Plaza G Olea), Elwood City 1 (J Oakes) South Yarra 2 (R 
Holder 2), Corio 0 Whittlesea Utd 4 (S Mirik T Altanhan 
Z Aygun N Slaveski) 
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Whittlesea Utd 
Sunbury Utd 
FC Strathmore 
Laverton Park 
Lalor Utd 
Essendon Utd 
South Yarra 
Corio 

Northern Falcons 
Melbourne City 
Elwood City 
Western Eagles 


NVNUNNOUNNNNNYNNND 
SCODOFSB22242NNS 
eComn432=0000=3=000 
Oe ooo non m 
NWONARWHWWAWANT 
AADAWAARWNABA2OD 
CO-A23W8WHWWRAAD TV 


West Preston 1 (N Hatzilazaridis) North City Lions 1 
(K Ristevski), Plenty Valley Lions 2 Melbourne Tornado 
1, Collingwood City 2 (D Tiamiyu S Jervis) Avondale 
Heights 1 (A Nuzzaco), Darebin Utd 1 (S Viachokyriakos) 
Bell Park 4 (LH NELSON M Pausak 3), Epping City 1 (M 
Said) Watsonia Heights 1 (E Santone), Moreland Utd 1 
Hoppers Crossing 2 


Collingwood City 
West Preston 
Hoppers Crossing 
Epping City 
Avondale Heights 
Bell Park 
Moreland Utd 
Plenty Valley Lions 
Watsonia Heights 
North City Lions 
Darebin Utd 
Melbourne Tornado 


NVNUNNNUNNNNNNND 
SCODOSSaaaaans 
oye ae ae ooo kom ae ae ome 
Masaaaaan nr cOOOT 
NVANWARRAGTWHANT 
ANWROBRAWNAN WP 
Csasaswowwnano | 


Youth Utd 0 Surf Coast 0, Upfield 5 (E Kondo 3 HAI 
Kaisi AAI Mugoter) Mill Park 1 (P Petrakos), Keon Park 
0 Bundoora Utd 5 (NS Coyle 2), Brunswick Zebras 1 (P 
Montagna) Brimbank City 0, Ascot Vale 1 (A Barakat) 
Keilor Wolves 2 (D Panev) 


4 


Brunswick Zebras 
Bundoora Utd 
Upfield 

Surf Coast 
Melton 

Keilor Wolves 
Mill Park 
Brimbank 
Brimbank City 
Youth Utd 
Ascot Vale 
Keon Park 


NVNNNANNANNNND 
SCAODDOSs525554N5 
COA=32000-=22009 
NNaA2022000007F 
FSPNA220W0KNWNNOT 
NNMUNSBORSBBWNHAPY 
COfs242HWHWWR EHR TV 


North Geelong Warriors 0 Williamstown 3, Ballarat 
Red Devils 1 Werribee City 1, Altona East Phoenix 0 
Keilor Park 4, Brunswick City 3 Westgate 1, Altona City 
2 Sydenham Park 1, Geelong Rangers 0 Thomastown 
Devils 1 
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Keilor Park 
Thomastown Devils 
Williamstown 
Ballarat Red Devils 
Werribee City 
Altona City 

Geelong Rangers 
Brunswick City 
Sydenham Park 
Westgate 

North Geelong Warriors 
Altona East Phoenix 
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Hume Utd 1 Geelong 3, Lalor 0 Maribyrnong Greens 
2, Moreland City 1 La Trobe University 2, Yarraville 
Glory 2 North Sunshine Eagles 0, Banyule City 2 Mel- 
bourne University Rangers 0 
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La Trobe University 
Geelong 

Yarraville Glory 
Banyule City 

Westvale 

Moreland City 
Maribyrnong Greens 
Melbourne Uni Rangers 
North Sunshine Eagles 
Cairnlea 

Hume Utd 

Lalor 
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Northern Falcons 3 FC Strathmore 0, Sunbury Utd 1 
Essendon Utd 2, Lalor Utd 1 Western Eagles 1, Mel- 
bourne City 3 Laverton Park 2, Elwood City 2 South 
Yarra 1, Corio 1 Whittlesea Utd 2 
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Melbourne City 
Elwood City 
Essendon Utd 
Northern Falcons 
South Yarra 
Laverton Park 
Whittlesea Utd 
Lalor Utd 
Western Eagles 
Sunbury Utd 
Corio 

FC Strathmore 
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West Preston 1 North City Lions 3, Plenty Valley Lions 
1 Melbourne Tornado 1, Collingwood City 3 Avondale 
Heights 2, Darebin Utd 0 Bell Park 3, Epping City 2 
Watsonia Heights 1, Moreland Utd 1 Hoppers Cross- 
ing 1 


Bell Park 
Collingwood City 
Epping City 
Melbourne Tornado 
Watsonia Heights 
North City Lions 
Hoppers Crossing 
Plenty Valley Lions 
Darebin Utd 
Moreland Utd 
Avondale Heights 
West Preston 
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MVARANNWOARRWRONT 
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Youth Utd 0 Surf Coast 3, Upfield 4 Mill Park 1, Keon 
Park 0 Bundoora Utd 10, Brunswick Zebras 1 Brim- 
bank City 1, Ascot Vale 1 Keilor Wolves 2 
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Bundoora Utd 
Keilor Wolves 
Brunswick Zebras 
Brimbank City 
Melton 
Upfield 

Surf Coast 
Youth Utd 
Ascot Vale 
Brimbank 

Mill Park 
Keon Park 
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REST Seq ADO ERSHE State & Provisional Leaques - Round 2 | ge all 
Seniors == « STATENORTHWEST2  =——__séReserves 


Port Melbourne 1 (M Pino) Malvern City 0, Heatherton 
Utd 1 Morwell Pegasus 0, Eastern Lions 1 (SW Milne) 
Casey Comets 0, Dandenong City 1 Diamond Valley Utd 
3 (L Minopoulos), South Springvale 0 Knox City 0 
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Eastern Lions 
Port Melbourne 
Malvern City 
Diamond Valley Utd 
Morwell Pegasus 
Heatherton Utd 
Knox City 

South Springvale 
Doncaster Rovers 
Casey Comets 
Kingston City 
Dandenong City 
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Brandon Park 0 Waverley Wanderers 0, Boroondara Ea- 
gles 2 Sandringham City 1 (PA McCluskey), Nunawading 
City 2 (SC Bye AM Adem) Noble Park Utd 3 (N Vukosav- 
ljevic L Medic), Springvale City 2 (M Pedic A Osmani) 
Peninsula Strikers 1 (DT Ventieri), Southern Suburbs 1 
Berwick City 1 (N Papadopoulos) 
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Noble Park Utd 
Boroondara Eagles 
Brandon Park 
Springvale City 
Southern Suburbs 
North Caulfield 
Croydon City Arrows 
Waverley Wanderers 
Berwick City 
Nunawading City 
Peninsula Strikers 
Sandringham City 
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Warragul Utd 3 (S Byers P Cooper 2) Endeavour Utd 1 (M 
Ciccarelli), Mornington 2 (C Wright 2) Old Scotch 2 (N Jewitt 
2), Old Camberwell Grammar 4 (P Margin D Hegazi A loan- 
nou V Giannikos) Old Melburnians 1 (J Howe), Fitzroy City 
1 Monash University 0, Doveton 1 Mooroolbark 1 (M Cau- 
teruccio), Ashburton 0 Monbulk 4 (D Adams 2 M Rivera) 


PWOL F A PT 
Fitzroy City 2200406 
Old Camberwell Grammar 2 11 0 6 3 4 
Mornington 211053 4 
Warragul Utd 21103 13 
Monbulk 210143 3 
Mooroolbark 2020222 
Old Scotch 1010221 
Doveton 2020111 
Monash University 20-1 142.3) 4 
Ashburton 2014116541 
Old Melburnians 100%1%140 
Endeavour Utd 2002260 


Port Melbourne 5 Malvern City 1, Heatherton Utd 1 Mor- 
well Pegasus 2, Eastern Lions 2 Casey Comets 0, Dan- 
denong City 5 Diamond Valley Utd 2, South Springvale 
0 Knox City 6 
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Port Melbourne 
Eastern Lions 
Dandenong City 
Morwell Pegasus 
Knox City 
Doncaster Rovers 
Heatherton Utd 
Casey Comets 
Kingston City 
Malvern City 
Diamond Valley Utd 
South Springvale 
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Brandon Park 4 Waverley Wanderers 0, Boroondara 
Eagles 0 Sandringham City 2, Nunawading City 0 Noble 
Park Utd 4, Springvale City 1 Peninsula Strikers 4, 
Southern Suburbs 1 Berwick City 1 
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Noble Park Utd 
Peninsula Strikers 
Berwick City 
Brandon Park 
Croydon City Arrows 
Sandringham City 
Southern Suburbs 
North Caulfield 
Waverley Wanderers 
Springvale City 
Nunawading City 
Boroondara Eagles 


NVNUNAANASANNNND 
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Warragul Utd 1 Endeavour Utd 5, Mornington 1 Scotch Old 
Boys 1, Old Camberwell Grammar 4 Old Melburnians 3, 
Fitzroy City 2 Monash University 4, Doveton 0 Mooroolbark 
2, Ashburton 7 Monbulk 0 


> 


2983200 Sok hohe g 


Ashburton 
Monash University 
Mooroolbark 

Old Camberwell Grammar 
Mornington 
Endeavour Utd 
Fitzroy City 
Scotch Old Boys 
Doveton 

Warragul Utd 

Old Melburnians 
Monbulk 


NANNANNNNNNND 
SCODODOOBasaasnnis 
COA24200224.240 
Naaesr0n2200000F 
NVWWNATAWANANT 


= 
OCOBNFADWNWON]O 


Whitehorse Utd 1 (P Nedza) Riversdale 1 (T Piszczyk), 
Lyndale Utd 1 (A Rosa) Beaumaris 0, Old Carey 3 (R 
Stanner D MacDonald AF Amin) Carrum Utd 4 (A Raiz L 
Carranza D Cori F Dimu), Old Brighton Grammarians 1 
(K Kaneko) Rowville Eagles 1 (A Lazar), Berwick Kings 
Caulfield Cobras , White Star Dandenong 0 Dandenong 
Sparrows 9 (DE Schulberg 5 HV Araujo D Ithier) 
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Dandenong Sparrows 
Lyndale Utd 

Carrum Utd 
Whitehorse Utd 
Rowville Eagles 

Old Carey 

Beaumaris 

Old Brighton Grammarians 
Riversdale 

Berwick Kings 
Caulfield Cobras 
White Star Dandenong 


FB RsSONNNNNNNNN TD 
SSCDDDDOCOS24NNSE 
COOfA2242N22000 
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Old Trinity Grammarians 4 (M Del Rio J Del Rio 

TW Didenko 2) Keysborough 4, Eltham North 1 (M 
D'Alessandro) East Bentleigh 1 (L Brooks), Meadow 
Park Eagles 0 Brighton 1 (P McCaig), Seaford Utd 2 
(MJ Moore) Glen Waverley 1, Noble Park 2 (M Terzic A 
Buhac) Endeavour Hills 1 (F Rouxelin) 
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Brighton 

Noble Park 

East Bentleigh 
Bayside Argonauts 
Seaford Utd 

Eltham North 

Old Trinity Grammarians 
Keysborough 

Uni. of Melbourne 
Endeavour Hills 
Meadow Park Eagles 
Glen Waverley 
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Due To Easter And The Break In The FFV League Fixtures This Weekend 


Goal! Weekly Will Next Be Available On Monday 20th April. 
We'd Like To Wish All Our Readers A Safe And Happy Easter. ¥, 
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Whitehorse Utd 0 Riversdale 3, Lyndale Utd 4 Beau- 
maris 2, Old Carey 5 Carrum Utd 2, Old Brighton Gram- 
marians 1 Rowville Eagles 1, Berwick Kings Caulfield 
Utd , White Star Dandenong 0 Dandenong Sparrows 3 
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Old Carey 

Riversdale 
Dandenong Sparrows 
Beaumaris 

Lyndale Utd 

Old Brighton Grammarians 
Caulfield Utd 
Whitehorse Utd 
Rowville Eagles 
Berwick Kings 

White Star Dandenong 
Carrum Utd 
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Old Trinity Grammarians 2 Keysborough 1, Eltham 
North 0 East Bentleigh 4, Meadow Park Eagles 2 
Brighton 0, Seaford Utd 1 Glen Waverley 2, Noble Park 
3 Endeavour Hills 3 


East Bentleigh 

Glen Waverley 
Meadow Park Eagles 
Bayside Argonauts 
Old Trinity Grammarians 
Noble Park 
Endeavour Hills 
Keysborough 
Brighton 

Uni. of Melbourne 
Seaford Utd 

Eltham North 
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All matches to be played on Saturday 18th 
April with 3pm KO unless otherwise stated. 


STATE NW 2 

Thomastown Devils v Altona City 

Epping Soccer Stadium Fri 17 Apr KO 8:15PM 
Brunswick City v Geelong Rangers 
Dunstan Reserve 

Altona East Phoenix v Westgate 

Paisley Park Soccer Complex 

Werribee City v Keilor Park 

Galvin Park Reserve 

Williamstown v Ballarat Red Devils 

JT Gray Reserve 

North Geelong Warriors v Sydenham Park 
Elcho Park 


STATE SE 2 

Doncaster Rovers v Heatherton Utd 
Anderson Park Fri 17 Apr KO 8:30PM 
Malvern City v South Springvale 
Kooyong Reserve No. 3 

Diamond Valley Utd v Port Melbourne 
DISC 

Casey Comets v Dandenong City 
Comets Stadium 

Morwell Pegasus v Eastern Lions 
Ronald Reserve 

Kingston City v Knox City 

The Grange Reserve Mon 20 Apr KO 8:30PM 


STATE NW 3 

Banyule City v North Sunshine Eagles 
Yallambie Park Reserve 

La Trobe University v Melb Uni Rangers 
Latrobe Uni Lower Playing Fld 
Moreland City v Lalor 

Campbell Reserve 

Cairnlea v Maribyrnong Greens 
Cairnlea Park 

Geelong v Westvale 

Stead Park Reserve, Corio 

Hume Utd v Yarraville Glory 

Laura Douglas Reserve 


STATE SE 3 

Croydon City Arrows v Southern Suburbs 
Dorset Recreational Reserve 

Noble Park Utd v Springvale City 
Parkfield Reserve 

Sandringham City v Nunawading City 
RJ Sillitoe Reserve 

Brandon Park v Boroondara Eagles 
Freeway Reserve 

Berwick City v Waverley Wanderers 
Jack Thomas Reserve 

Peninsula Strikers v North Caulfield 
Centenary Park Sun 19 Apr KO 3:00PM 


PROVI NW 1 

Whittlesea Utd v Elwood City 
Thomas Street Recreation Res. 
Laverton Park v Corio 
MacPhersons Park 

Lalor Utd v Melbourne City 

HR Uren Reserve 

Essendon Utd v Western Eagles 
Aberfeldie Park 

Sunbury Utd v FC Strathmore 
Langama Park 

Northern Falcons v South Yarra 
Hayes Park 


PROVI SE 1 

Monbulk v Mooroolbark Monbulk 
Recreation Reserve 

Monash University v Ashburton Monash 
Uni Sports Ground 

Old Melburnians v Fitzroy City 

Robert Menzies Reserve 

Mornington v Old Camberwell Grammar 
Dallas Brooks Park 

Warragul Utd v Old Scotch 

Baxter Park (Warragul) 

Endeavour Utd v Doveton 

Reema Reserve 


PROVI NW 2 

Hoppers Crossing v Watsonia Heights 
Grange Reserve 

Bell Park v Moreland Utd 

Bell Park Sports Club 

Darebin Utd v Collingwood City 

Mayer Park 

Melbourne Tornado v Avondale Heights 
Newmarket Reserve 

North City Lions v Plenty Valley Lions 
Wallace Reserve 

West Preston v Epping City 

Oulton Reserve 


PROVI SE 2 

Dandenong Sparrows v Berwick Kings 
Fotheringham Reserve 

Rowville Eagles v White Star 
Dandenong Park Ridge Reserve 

Carrum Utd v Old Brighton Grammarians 
Italo-Australian Club 

Lyndale Utd v Old Carey 

Lyndale Secondary College 

Whitehorse Utd v Beaumaris 

Terrara Park 

Riversdale v Caulfield Cobras 

Frog Hollow Reserve 


PROVI NW 3 

Brimbank v Ascot Vale 
Italo-Australian Social Club 
Brunswick Zebras v Melton 
Sumner Park 

Bundoora Utd v Brimbank City 
Hills Recreation Reserve 
Mill Park v Keon Park 
Findon Reserve 

Surf Coast v Upfield 

Quay Reserve 

Youth Utd v Keilor Wolves 
Seth Raistrick Reserve 


PROVI SE 3 

Bayside Argonauts v Endeavour Hills 
Shipston Reserve 

Glen Waverley v Uni. of Melbourne 
Larpent Reserve 

Meadow Park Eagles v Seaford Utd 
Gladstone Park Reserve 

Brighton v East Bentleigh 

Dendy Park 

Keysborough v Eltham North 
Coomoora Reserve 

Old Trinity Grammarians v Noble Park 
Trinity Sports Ground 


